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Acts xx. 28 —Tuke heed, therefore, unto your- 
selves, anc to all the flock over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of Ged, which he hath pur- 
chased With his own blood. 


Tazse words are contained in the last 
solemn charge of the Apostle Paul to the 
elders of the Church at Ephesus, whom he 
had sent for to Miletus, while on his way 
from Greece to Jerusalem. The admoni- 
tion contained in them is striking, and 
must fall with great force upon all to 
whom is committed the charge of souls. 
All such are not only to take heed unto 
themselves, but to all the flock over whicli 
the Holy Ghost hath made them overseers: 
they are to feed the church of God; and 
to do it under the solemn consideration, 
that he hath purchased it with his own 
blood. No language could more power- 
fully excite the ministers of religion to 
circumspection and care; no motive could 
be laid before them more operative in 
awakening their attention to duty to their 
flocks; to be diligent in feeding them 
with that truly spiritual food which they 
ure to prepare and distribute to the family 
of God. 

These are reflections that immediately 
arise upon perusing the text. 

But my duty requires me to illustrate 
it more fully; to methodize, and draw 
trom it a discourse suitable to the solemn 
occasion of our present meeting. This, 
according to my best ability, and with 
reliance on divine grace, I shall now en- 
deavour to do. 

We learn from the words of the text, 
first, that the Holy Ghost is the agent by 

Vou. VII. 


which the ministers of religion are made 
overseers of the flock of Christ. And, 
secondly, that in consequence of this they 
are to take heed unto themselves, and to 
all the flock over which they preside. 

To the consideration of these two points, 
thus connecting the ministerial office and 
duties, [now, my brethren, ask yonr se- 
rious and candid attention. 

I. After the apostacy of our first pa- 
rents, the Son of God, viewed in the di- 
vine mind, as clothed with humanity, be- 
came the Mediator between God and man, 
This office, as it relates to the Deity, is 
represented as transacted by him in his 
own person: he stepped forth as the re- 
presentative of fallen man; took upon him 
the burden of our guilt; offered himself in 
person as the sacrifice for it; and, in vir- 
tue of that sacrifice, became personally 
our Intercessor with the Almighty Father. 
But as it relates to immediate agency with 
us, in the great work of reconciliation with 
God, this part of his mediation is executed. 
not by himself in person, but by his Hol 
Spirit; by the Holy Ghost, who “ ncartooet 
eth from the Father and ‘the Son.” It is 
true, that, during the time of his incarna- 
tion, he had immediate and personal inter- 
course with a few of our race; instructed 
and encouraged them in duty, and like- 
wise commissioned and sent forth his mi- 
nisters: but he never represented himself 
distinctly and personally as the Sanctifier 
of any one. This office in scripture is a'~ 
ways ascribed to the Holy Ghost. In one 
instance Christ says, “I sanctify myself;””* 
but this he doubtless speaks of doing by 
his divine to his human nature; and Tend. 
ever is done by either of the persons in 
the Trinity, merely as God, is done by all: 
But as it relates to the application of the 
benefits of Christ’s redemption to us, this 


is always represented as effected by the | 


Holy Ghost. Even his assumption of our 


nature is ascribed to the operation of this - 


person in the Trinity. His inauguration 
into the sacred office of the priesthood 
was by the ministry of the Holy Ghost, 
who lighted upon him in the form of a 
dove; and a voice proceeded from the Fa- 
ther, acknowledging him “ his beloved 
Son, in whom he was well pleased.”; 
Indeed, the Holy Spirit is set forth to 


us as the immediate and efficient agent im 
a 


# Luke iii. 22, 





* John xvii. 19. 
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all the operations in the natural world, 
and the — mover and prosecutor of all 


that is good in the moral. Still his agency 
in all -his operations in both, is invisible 
to us; and itis by his effects only that we 
recognize his presence. He gives us spi- 
ritual life, and sustains us in it, by his 
perpetual succgurs: yet we feel not sensi- 
bly his immediate agency on our minds. 
We find that we relent for sin, and turn 
from the love of it to the love of God. But 
all this is apparently done by the opera- 
tions of our own minds: we are conscious 
of our own agency: and we are conscious 
of no other. Still faith recognizes a di- 
vine hand moving, guiding, and effecting 
this great change in our minds: yet it is 
faith—it is not sense—it is not feeling 
This faith is grounded on the testimony of 
God, who has revealed to us, in his word, 
that these effects are produced not by any 
native powers of our own, but by the si- 
lent and imperceptible influence of the 
Holy Ghost. To him, therefore, we look 
for the regeneration and sanctification of 
our nature. 

But besides this communication in the 
word of God, he has in kindness given us 
certain external signs, tokens, and pledges 
of imparting to us those internal graces 
we need, in rectifying the disorders of our 
souls, and fitting us for his approbation. 
The certainty of the Holy Ghost’s cleans- 
ing our nature from the defilements of sin, 
by the application of the blood of Christ 
to our souls, and invigorating us with a 
divine and spiritual hfe, is set before us 
in the sacrament of baptism, wherein we 
are washed with water, and have the name 
of the sacred Trinity pronounced upon us, 
as a pledge and token of our adoption into 
the family of God as his children, and of 
course, of being invigorated with the life 
that flows from this relation. 

In confirmation we have a sign given us, 
not merely of the Holy Spirit’s being im- 
parted to us, but of his perpetual residence 
With us, on the condition of our faithfully 
using all the means through which he ope- 
rates in the sanctification of our nature. 

A sign and pledge of the refreshing, 
strengthening, aad sustaining grace of the 
Holy Spirit is given us in the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper. By this God gives us as- 
surance, that our souls shall never languish 
for the want of his sustaining grace; but 
that as surely as our bodies are refreshed 
and nourished by bread and wine, so surely 
shall our souls be refreshed, strengthened, 
and sustained by the aids of his grace. 

Thus far we see, that in the economy 
of our salvation the Holy Ghost is the im- 
mediate and only efficient agent, on whom 
we are to depend, to rectify the disorders 
of our nature, and bring us into a state of 
reconciliation with God. We likewise see 
that we have external pledges set before 
us, giving us absolute assurance of all the 


aid we need in working-out our salvation, 
on condition of our seeking it in the way 
appointed; and availing ourselves of the 
use of it to the purposes for which it is 
offered. 

By this view we discover that God does 
all things in order; that he has left us un- 
der no uncertainty how we afe to obtain 
help from him; nor in any degree doubt- 
ful as to our application of that help, since 
it is by the fruits of the Spirit that we are 
to judge, whether we are influenced and 
directed by him, or not. But we have not 
yet ascertained the whole order in the eco- 
nomy of grace; we have only been led on 
in a manner to give us aright understand- 
ing of this clause of our text— over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers.” 

All the external ordinances I have now 
mentioned, as pledges, and tokens, and, I 
might have said, instruments of the agency 
of the Holy Ghost in the restoration of our 
nature, are exhibited in the church of God, 
and are to be found no where else. This 
church, therefore, constitutes a very es- 
sential part of the Christian system; con- 
sequently its organization and continuance 
were provided for by its Divine Author ; 
and the immediate agent by whom it was 
done was the Holy Ghost. 

The church is gathered out of the world, 
and is a society not only distinct from it, 
but totally opposite to it in its nature. 
The whole world lieth in sin—it is sinful 
by nature. The church is holy—it is holy 
by nature; and if its members are not so, 
their guilt is greatly aggravated, and they 
will not only perish with the wicked world, 
but their destruction will be infinitely 
more dreadful. 

The office alluded to in the text, is an 
office in this holy society, the church; and 
as the church itself is, in the personal ab- 
sence of its Divine Head, put under the 
immediate superintendency of the Holy 
Ghost, it is he that commissions its ofhi- 
cers: he is the efficient agent by which 
they are authorized to administer the ex- 
ternal ordinances of Christ’s kingdom. 
“ We are ambassadors for Christ.”* Who 
made us such? Did Paul, or Peter, or 
James, or any of their successors, the 
bishops of the church? No; they. may 
have been, and some one of them at least 
must have been (if we are such ambassa- 
dors) the instruments by which the Holy 
Ghost hath made ussuch But they did 
not “ make us overseers ;” they neither 
instituted the office, nor are they the effi- 
cient agents by which we came into pos- 
session of it. The holy office of the priest- 
hood is conveyed by the Holy Ghost— 
“* Take heed unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers.” What a solemn con- 





* 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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sideration! It awes the considerate mind 
into a most attentive concern, faithfully to 
discharge an office imparted by the agency 
of the Holy Spirit of God. What effect 
would be produced by language like’ this 
from the apostle ? **‘ Take heed unto your- 
selves; and to all the flock over which I 
have made you overseers.” In this there 
is as little force as there is truth. No; 
the mere volition of a bishop, or even that 
of St. Paul, or St. Peter, has nothing more 
to do in constituting an overseer of the 
fiock of Christ, (any farther than in sing- 
ling out who shall be such,) than water, 
and bread and wine, have in the sacra- 
ments, in the regeneration and sanctifica- 
tion of our nature: they are mere instru- 
ments through which the Holy Ghost ex- 
ecutes his office. ) 

But though the Holy Ghost imparts the 
gift of office to an overseer, yet he does it 
in such a way and’ manner, that we may 
know that it is so imparted. As his agency 
is invisible to mortal eye, to all mortal ap- 
prehension, he has condescended to epe- 
rate through mediums discernible by us. 
This we have seen in the instances I have 
already mentioned ; and without this gra- 
cious condescension on his part, we should 
not only be for ever bewildered in search 
ef his influence, but totally at a loss to 
determine when moved by him; or'when 
by a malignant spirit; since the latter 
can “ transform himself into an angel of 
light.””* And as’it relates to the office 
alluded to’in the text, we shouid never 
know when it was really jmparted by the 
Holy Ghost, when mistakenly taken up by 
the weak and deluded enthusiast ; or as- 
sumed by the designing agent of an evil 
spirit, the more effectually to accomplish 
his diabolical purposes. 

To save us from this dreadful state of 
uneertainty and perplexity, God in his 
goodness has been pleased to institute an 
order of men, who should be the instru- 
ments, by which the Holy Ghost should 
constitute overseers of his flock. This or- 
der of men were originally the immédiate 
apostles of Christ. Phese he personally 
commissioned as the chief ministers in his 
church; still apparently signifying, that 
the Holy Ghost was the agent by which 
this commission was effectually conveyed ; 
conveyed in such a manner as to enable 
them to carry it into execution ; for “ he 
breathed on them, and said, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost.”t This order of the mi- 
nistry is to be conijnued by succession, till 
the mediatorial authority of Christ him- 
self is at an end, and he delivers up the 
kingdom to the Father: for when he im- 
parted this commission, he said to those 
to whom he gave it, “ Lo, Iam with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world.+” 





* 2 Cor. xi. 14. +7 John xx. 22. 
+ Matt. xxviii. 20 
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These apostles were therefore careful, be- 
fore their death, to be instrumental in im- 
parting this commission to others; and 
those others have continued their instru- 
mentality in the same way to the present ~ 
time; so that the same commission which 
Christ gave to them, and by the same Holy 
Ghost with which they were invested with 
it, still continues in the church, and is 
the medium through which the Holy Ghost 
now makes men overseers of the flock of 
Christ. Those who are thus set apart, we 
may know, are separated by the Holy 
Ghost for the work of the ministry. Even 
if they are personally unholy, (which God 
grant they never may be,) yet they are 
sanctified for the ministry; for sanctifica- 
tion to this office, and the sanctification 
of their souls, are distinct effects of the 
agency of the Holy Ghost; the one is his 
agency for the benefit of the church at 
large, the other for the personal benefit 
of the individual. 

In the ministry of the church, the Holy 
Ghost hath been pleased to constitute dit- 
ferent orders, different degrees. The apos- 
tles were, and their successors, the bi- 
shops, now are, chief ministers in the 
church ; endowed with the full powers of 
external government; with authority, in- 
strumentally, to impart both their own 
commission, and all subordinate d es 
of it, to others. The Holy Ghost insti- 
tuted, through the medium of the original 
apostles, two other orders of ministers, 
presbyters, and deacons, in subordination 
to them ; and thus perfectly organized the 
church of Christ ; which organization has 
by his Almighty protection been presery. 
ed, (and frequently under the most inau. 
spicious circumstances,) to the present 
day: and the church, thus formed by a 
divine hand, is now to be seen, as a cit 
(though a small one) set ona hill. The 
ministry is the germ of the church, from 
which its branches spring, and extend 
themselves as members of the vine that 
God hath planted. The order given to 
those who first participated of it, was, 
“to go and disciple all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”* Those, 
therefore, who have been gathered by 
them and their successors, have consti- 
tuted the church of Christ. Here have 
been seen, and here are seen, both the 
flock, and those whom the Holy Ghost 
hath made its overseers. This is the 
church which God hath purchased with 
his own blood. Ministers so constituted 
are placed over us in the Lord, and such 
that Lord commands us to obey. 

God’s mercy is over all his works,} and 
how far it may extend in the salvation of 
mankind, we know not: but, as his minis- 
ters, it is our duty to admonish men to 
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conform to his appointments ; to enter in- 
to his church; to submit to his institu- 
tions; to attend his ordinances; and to 
* hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of 
life.”* 

Thus we see by what means men are 
invested with the sacred office of over- 
seers of the flock of Christ. 

If. In consequence of this investiture, 
they are to take heed unto themselves, 
and to all the flock over which they are 
placed. 

1st. In the first place, the overseer is to 
take heed unto himself; “ take heed unto 
yourselves.” This heed must be taken by 
ali who enter the ministry, by being care- 
ful to qualify themselves with a thorough 
knowledge of the religion they are to 
teach: they must know their Master’s 
will before they can communicate it to 
others. 

As the sacred scriptures are the only 
source from whence the will of God can 
be ascertained, they must be careful to 
make them their principal study, and 
avail themselves of all the helps within 
their reach, rightly to understand them. 
It likewise becomes them to endeavour to 
attain all those accomplishments, by which 
the truths of the gospel may be the most 
fully illustrated, and the most effectually 
impressed upon the minds of men. They 
must live under the habitual sense, not 
only of the source from whence they de- 
rive their commission, but of their need 
of his perpetual succours, to enable them 
suitably to execute it; and these they 
must seek by humble and ardent prayer. 
They must be peculiarly watchful, and 
guarded in all their words and actions; 
remembering that they have not only to 
maintain the sanctity of Christians, but 
the sanctity of those who are separated to 
God by an holy office. A solemn foppery, 
and a light frivolity of behaviour, are 
equally to be avoided; and a grave, yet 
cheerful simplicity. of manners, always 
practised. Meekness and humility are es- 
sential, and ornamental, to all Christians ; 
and indispensably necessary in a clergy- 
man, Of all objects of disgust, an ar- 
rogant, self-conceited clergyman, stands 
forth pre-eminently the first. 

It is important in him who officistes in 
holy things, to perform all the offices of 
religion in a manner becoming their awful 
solemnity—with gravity, deliberation, and 
decorum: indeed, in all his words and 
actions, he should ever appear to be im- 
pressed with a sense of the sacred office 
he sustains, and the peouliar relation in 
which he stands to that Almighty Being, 
whose presence perpetually surrounds him. 
Thus he is to take heed unto himself. 

2d. He is likewise admonished, under 





* Prayer for all conditions of men. 


the same awful sanction, “ to take heed 
unto all the flock.” 

This he is to do, by seeing that there is, 
by his neglect, no openly vicious or here- 
tical member retained in it. He must take 
heed to admonish all who are going astray, 
and, if possible, bring them back to their 
duty, to preserve order and regularity in 
the flock. He is “ to feed the church of 
God ;” to instruct it in the doctrines and 
duties of Christianity. 

In the church he has authority, in pro- 
portion to the degree of his commission, 
and according to the jurisdiction given 
him by that branch of it to which he be- 
longs. It is to the flock of Christ that he 
is to take heed: it is the church of God 
that is to be fed by him. It is here only 
that’ he can claim jurisdiction; it is here 
only that he can expect to be sought to, 
for the bread of life. In the world, merely 
as such, he has no authority ; and nothing 
to offer to its members, only as they can 
be persuaded to enter into the community 
in which he officiates. Still, as the minis- 
ter of Christ, he is to proclaim to the 
world, that if they will repent, sorrow for, 
and forsake their sins; believe in Christ, 
and follow his directions; they shall be 
restored to the divine favour. This we 
are authorized from the very highest au- 
thority to declare, that “ God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life ;”* 
that “ he who believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved.”+ All this, I say, we are 
authorized, and bound in duty, to pro- 
claim to the world. But we are “ to feed 
the church of God.” Those persons, who 
have entered into the sacred enclosure of 
the church, have a claim upon us for the 
bread of life. This is a solemn considera- 
tion to the ministers of religion ; and they 
should, in consequence of it, be careful, 
and faithful in administering to every one 
his portion in due season.¢ 

As it is by penitence and faith only that 
men are permitted to enter into the church, 
the ministers of religion should press up- 
on all its members the indispensable ne- 
cessity of the habitual exercise of these; 
and, as our gracious Lord admits us into 
his fiock in infancy, those who are so en- 
tered, must be made to understand; and 
feel, as far as language and persuasion can 
have this effect, that all the privileges of 
the gracious covenant into which they have 
been admitted, are forfited by impeni- 
tence and unbelief; that their everlasting 
salvation is suspended on certain condi- 
tions; that unless they turn from every 
wicked way—submit their hearts to the 
gracious change of the divine Sanctifier of 
our nature—live habitually in holy com- 





* Jolin iii. 16. T Mark xvi. 16. 


+ Luke xii. 42. 
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munion with God, by prayer and medita- 
tion—reading his word, and devoutly at- 
tending his ordinances—they will inevit- 
ably perish everlastingly. This, I say, 
every member of the churc’ must be made 
to know and feel, as far as the most clear, 
energetic, and impressive language can 
make him know and feel it. “ Feed the 
church of God ;” feed it with these salu- 
tary truths. Make them to understand, 
that it is from no deservings of their own, 
that God looks upon them with approba- 
tion ; but solely on account of the merits 
of Christ, applied to them by faith; that 
it is his blood only that cleanseth from 
sin; that God is propitious, is gracious, 
is merciful unto us, only on account of the 
obedience, sufferings, and death of Christ; 
and that, therefore, all thanks are due to 
him, for the unspeakable gift of his dear 
Son. 

Too much pains can hardly be taken, to 
impress upon the members of the church, 
that it is not by their uprightness, their 
rectitude of heart, their good works, that 
they are to expect the favour of God. Still 
the indispensable necessity of their fulfil- 
ling the conditions annexed to a gracious 
acceptance by him, is to be pressed upon 
them. Those conditions are, not only the 
habitual exercise of the penitence and faith 
I have mentioned, but the conscientious 
practice of all the moral and positive du- 
ties prescribed by Christ. They-are to be 
made to understand, that “ the grace of 
God, which bringeth salvation, hath ap- 
peared unto all men; teaching us, that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and god- 
ly, in this present world ;”* that Christ 
** rave himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. These things we are to speak, and 
exhort, and to rebuke with all authority.” 

We are likewise to endeavour to make 
the people committed to our charge un- 
derstand, and know, and be duly impressed 
with this truth, that they have not power 
of themselves to comply with the condi- 
tions of salvation, required in that gospel 
covenant into which they have been ad- 
mitted; but that it is the Holy Spirit of 
God only that can enable them to do so. 
They must be made to feel their own im- 
potence—their own inability to bring into 
exercise supreme love to God, a hearty 
submission to all his laws, and an entire 
acquiescence in all the dispensations of 
his providence. They must be taught to 
look up to God for the continual aids of 
his grace; to be watchful and attentive to 
every good motion within them; and to 
notice every internal and external admo- 
nition against the danger of sin; to watch 
and to pray, lest they fall into temptation. 
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The law of God, in its full extent, must be 
set before them; by which they will not 
only be led, as far as human infirmity will 
admit, to fulfil all righteousness; but be 
led to see their own defects, and to feel 
that eternal life is the gift, the unmerited 
gift of God, through Jesus Christ; and, of 
course, their hearts will be filled with all 
love, gratitude, and praise, to the Father 
of all mercies, and the God of all consola- 
tion. In this way, if they suitably attend 
to what is laid before them, they will be- 
come sober and good Christians. 

They must likewise be taught, that their 
covenant relation to God is through the 
medium of his church, Jt is not in their 
private and individual capacity that they 
are entitled to the privileges of redemp- 
tion: in the church they are first admit- 
ted to them, and in the church only can 
they retain them. “ There is one body: 
by one Spirit we are all baptized into one 
body, and made to drink into one Spirit.”* 
Christ gave himself for the church. “ Feed 
the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.” 

The church is not a community of hu- 
man contrivance or compact: it was pur- 
chased by Christ, formed by his own hand, 
and committed to the holy ing of that 
divine Comforter, which he sent down to 
abide with it for ever. No human power 
can add to, or diminish its privileges and 
obligations. Its officers, we have seen, are 
commissioned by the Holy Ghost; and it 
is he only that is the Sanctifier of our na- 
ture : we must therefore seek his sanctify- 
ing influences in the community in which 
he dwells. As God, he pervades the uni- 
verse; as Sanctifier, the church is his ha- 
bitation. : 

It is on this ground that we are so fre- 
quently admonished against the sin of 
schism; and directed to live in the unity 
of the church ; to submit to its instituted 
authority ; to hold to the head; to abide 
in the vine; to grow up into Christ; to 
continue in our appointed place, in that 
building which is fitly framed together. 
The church is figured forth to us under 
the image of a human body, of which 
Christ is the head; and the Holy Spirit its 
vital principle, by which it is animated, 
moved, and directed. 

Thus, while feeding the church of God, 
it is necessary to explain to its own mem- 
bers, what it is, what are its privileges, 
what are its obligations, and by wt 
means its unity is to be preserved. In 
fine, the overseer of the flock of Christ is 
to declare the whole counsel of God, as 
revealed in the sacred scriptures: he is 
to keep nothing back, from the fear of 
man; and he is to add nothing, from the 
fear of God. 

Thus we have been reminded, from acon. 





* ‘Titus ii. 11, 12, 14, 15. 


* 1 Cor, xii. 12, 13. 

















Oy es kn 


nag ye Rema ee eae ak 
Se Eee ae Ce 





oe 


























ee yor 
ee ee 


Soret 
aw 


Fs 





Oy 
: 


‘ Ky 
es « 


ees. 3 





70 The Holy Ghost the only efficient Agent, &c. 


sideration of the words of the text, of the 
source of the ministerial office—the agen- 
cy by which it is conveyed; and as a con- 
sequence, the duties incumbent upon those 
who hold it. They are God’s spiritual 
stewards, and, as such, are “ to take heed 
unto themselves, snd to all the flock over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made them 
overseers :” they are “ to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood.” It is certainly a most solemn 
thought, that the Holy Ghost makes us 
overseers of the flock; and it is an alarm- 
ing admonition that he gives us, “ to take 
heed unto ourselves, and to all the flock— 
to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.” This must 
excite solicitude in the breast of every one, 
to whom any degree of this sacred office is 
committed. 

When we consider the infirmities of our 
nature; the imperfection of our under- 
standings; the great range of doctrines 
and duties we are to inculcate; the va- 
riety of characters that we are to address, 
and to deal with; the mistakes that we 
must expect to find in many of the well 
disposed; and the opposition to be calcu. 
lated upon, from the proud, the envious, 
the malicious, the selfish, and the de. 
praved ;—when we consider these diffi- 
culties, we are ready to sink under the 
weight of our charge, and to cry out in 
despair, “ Who is sufficient for these 
things ?”* But we have support promised 
us adequate to our need. Our divine Mas- 
ter has assured us, that he will be with his 
ministers “alway, even unto the end of the 
world.”+ In every scene of difficulty and 
distress, the same Holy Ghost that com- 
missions us, will be with us, and carry us 
safely through. If we “ take heed nnto 
ourselves, and to all our flock ;” if we are 
faithful “ to feed the church of God,” we 
have nothing to fear. If we suffer distress 
in this world, we shall be infinitely more 
than remunerated for it, at the resurrec- 
tion of the just. God is with us, not only 


as Christians, but as his ministers; there- 


fore, in the faithful execution of our of- 
fice, nothing need to dismay us: and it 
becomes us to be patient and resigned un- 
der every evil with which we are assailed. 
Nothing must discourage us in the great 
and holy work in which we are engaged : 
we must “ be instant in season, and out of 
season,”+ in the sacred duties of our pro- 
fession. We must let no occasion slip us, 
favourable to the great object of our mi- 
nistry. We must watch every individual 
im our flock; and when the frame of mind 
in any one indicates that religious impres- 
sions may probably be made, we must 
seize the opportunity, endeavour to stamp 
them with the hand of our Master, and 





* 2 Cor. ii. 16. T Matt. xxviii, 20 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 2 
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beg of God to render our endeavours ef 
fectual. The seasons of sickness and sor- 
row are, in general, of all others, the most 
favourable to produce in the minds of men 
serious reflections, upon the vanity of the 
world, the worth of their souls, a just 
sense of their guilt, and a true estimate of 
the blessings of redemption, the means of 
grace, and the hope of glory. 1t becomes 
us, therefore, to be peculiarly attentive to 
every member of our flock, in the seasons 
of calamity and distress; with the tender- 
est sympathy, to weep with those that 
weep; with the most affectionate kind- 
ness, to administer the comforts of reli- 
gion to those who are languishing with 
sickness; and humbly, and ardently re- 
commend all who are in trouble, to the 
compassionate regard of our heavenly: Fa- 
ther, our divine Redeemer, our holy Com- 
forter, one God, blessed for evermore.— 
Thus, by attention and care, we may 
** show ourselves approved unto God,”* 
and in so doing, “ save both ourselves and 
them that hear us.”}’ 

From what has now been said of the 
source, the nature of the office, and the 
duties of the spiritual overseer of the 
flock of Christ, 1 must suppose that you, 
my brethren of this congregation, are 
sensibly impressed with the sacred nature 
of the relation that subsists between you 
and him¢ The relation that subsists be- 
tween him and you, is of the most sacred 
nature. He is the overseer—you are the 
flock. The Holy Ghost hath placed him 
in his office; and he is to watch not only 
over himself, but over you; and he is to 
feed you, under the impression that you 
are the sheep for whom Christ shed his 
blood. You therefore see the soiemn, the 
highly responsible situation in which he 
is placed. Remember likewise that he is 
a man, encompassed with the infirmities 
of human nature, holding his sacred trea- 
sure in an earthen vessel. In this situa- 
tion, what mighty succours of divine grace 
does he need? Will you not, therefore, 
constantly pray that they may be supplied 
to him? In praying for him, you pray for 
yourselves; for every defect in him, is 
damage to you. 

But it is not he only that is placed ina 
responsible situation: it is likewise the 
case with you. He is to watch over you; 
but he cannot preserve you : therefore you 
are to watch over yourselves, and to look 
continually to God, who alone can keep 
you from falling, and direct your steps 
aright. He is to feed you: you are there- 
fore to receive the nourishment he offers, 
listen to the doctrines and duties he lays 
before you, and, as far as they agree with 
the word of God, receive them, and be 


* 2 Tim. ii. 15. tT 1 Tim. iv. 16. 


+ Rev.Charles M‘Cabe, Rector of St. James’ 
church, Milton, Saratoga county, New-York. 
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directed by them. These are duties due 
from you to him, as well as from him to 
a You are to make due allowance in 

im for the infirmities of human nature ; 
to extenuate rather than aggravate his 
defects, and to strengthen his hands in 
the sacred work in which he is engaged. 
You are likewise to afford him a temporal 
support in proportion to your ability ; 
* considering it no great matter, while he 
sows unto you spiritual things, that he 
should reap your worldly things ;” re- 
membering that “ the Lord hath ordained, 
that they who preach the gospel, should 
live of the gospel.”* 

It becomes you to take great care to 
live in peace and harmony among your- 
selves, and, as far as possible, with all 
men. The leading feature of our religion 
is charity; and every community actuated 
by it, will be at peace within, and give no 
occasion for disturbance from without. 
But the Christian ministry was not insti- 
tuted merely for the promotion of social 
and moral duties; but to lead us to God, 
through the mediation of his Son Jesus 
Christ. It becomes you, therefore, to ren- 
der the labours of your overseer effectual 
to this purpose, by the habitual exercise 
of penitence, faith, love, gratitude, obedi- 
ence, and trust in God; and feeling your 
own inability to do it without the aid of 
his grace, to seek it, not only by private 
devotion, but by a devout attendance, 
with your minister, upon all the public 
ordinances of the church; where Christ 
hath promised to be present, and where 
you will always be sure to find him. In 
this way “ you will grow up into him in 
all things, who is the head, even Christ.” 

' Remember, then, the vast importance 
that it is to you, thus to profit by the 
ministry of him whom the Holy Ghost 
hath made your overseer. It is but a short 
time that this connexion can last between 
you, and it is every day liable to be dis- 
solved by death: let it then be duly im- 
proved while it continues. Soon we, who 
are here now acting in the things imme- 
diately relating to another world, shall 
enter into that world. How solemn is the 
thought! We are now engaged in trans- 
actions designed to render us comfortable 
here by faith and hope, and to prepare us 
to launch with safety on the boundless 
ocean of eternity. How sacred is the work 
in which we are engaged! How circum- 
spect should we be in attending to it! 
We are now drawing from the wardrobe 
of God, the habits he offers us, in which 
to appear before him—in his own imme- 
diate and transcendent presence; and ac- 
cording as we array ourselves, so are we 
to stand—-we who are overseers, and you 
of our flock—before the judgment seat of 
Christ; and there to have our fate decided 


° a Cor. ix. 11 & 14. 





tT Eph. iv. 15. 
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for eternity—to be consigned to the abodes 
of blackness and darkness for ever, or to 
rise triumphant, with our blessed Lord, 
into the regions of everlasting day. When 
that decisive hour arrives, may we who 
preach, and you who hear, meet tegether 
in joy! May not only the transactions of 
this day be then viewed by us with plea- 
sure, but may the general tenor of our 
lives meet with the approbation of that 
great Judge, before whom we shall then 
stand, and entitle each one of us to that 
blessed sentence—* Well dove, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things. Enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 


a ee . 





For the Christian Journal. . 

Gen. xxviii. 12.—And he dreamed, and, behold, 
a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of 
it reached to heaven: and, behold, the angels 
ot GOD ascending and descending on it. 

Vaxtous as have been the interpre 
tations of this wonderful, and (notwith- 
standing the enlightened hypotheses of 
some modern critics) inspired vision, 
none appear more worthy of attention 
than that which supposes it intended to 
signify to the afflicted and seemingly 

friendless patriarch, the existence of a 

particular providence. The wild reve- 

ries of the Jewish rabbies, making the 
ladder a type of the rise and fall of the 
four great monarchies, ora prefiguration 
of the sacerdotal ministry, are equally 
absurd with the notions of some of the 
Christian fathers, referring it to the doc- 
trine of the transmigration of souls, or to 
the intercourse which was afterwards to 
take place between Gop and man on 
mount Moriah, where, without the least 
authority, they suppose Jacob to have 
seen this vision. Their fanciful ac- 
commodations of the fact to imaginary 
hypotheses, are undeserving of serious 


consideration. But other more specious 


explanations have been offered, which 
yet are neither as satisfactory nor as in- 
stuctive as that first mentioned. The 
ladder and its concurrent circumstances 
have been supposed by a learned Jew 
to figure the connected gradation of 
beings, and their mutual dependance, 
commonly expressed by a figure ex- 
tremely similar to that in the vision, “ the 
great chain of being,” “ nature’s con- 
necting chain.” ‘The similarity is cer- 
tainly in many respects great, and the 
fact supposed to be enforced, not less 
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certain than astonishing. Yet of what 
great importance was the knowledge of 
ihis fact to Jacob in his then present 
situation? What solace of support 
would it afford him in his trying cir- 
cumstances? What immediate connex- 
ion would it have with the promise di- 
rectly following, or rather forming a 
part of the vision? An answer to these 
interrogations will at once conclude this 
explanation, and assist us in deciding 
on the merits of its competitors. 

This dream has been considered as 
* intended to point out the intercourse 
between heaven and earth, and the con- 
nexion between both by the means of 
angelic ministry.” ‘This exposition is 
in most respects the same with that 
which refers it to a particular provi- 
dence, conducted most probably (as 
appears from many passages of Scrip- 
ture*) by the interference of angelic 
spirits, and can hardly be considered as 
distinct, unless it be meant to refer 
rather to the modus agendi (the means 
and mode of acting) than the fact 
itself. If this should be the case, it 
certainly incurs the same objections as 
the last, as it would but little avail the 
patriarch to know by what means his 
preservation was to be effected, were 
he but assured of the protection of his 
Gop. 

Again, Jacob’s ladder has been sup- 
posed “a type of Christ,” to use the 
words of a pious and learned, yet not 
infallible commentator,t “in whom 
both worlds meet, and in whom the di- 
vine and human nature are conjoined ; 
the ladder was set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven; for 
Gop was manifested in the flesh; and 
in him dwelt all the fulness of the Gop- 
HEAD bodily.” In order to support 





* Among others “ Matt. i. 20, While he 
thought on these things, behold the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him: iv. 6. as guoted 
from Psalm xci. 11, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone : 11, And behold 
angels came and ministered unto him: xviii. 10, 
Ip heaven their angelsdo always behold the face 


of my Father which is in heaven: Acts v. 19, ° 


The angel of the Lord by night opened the pri- 
son door, and brought thei forth;” strongly 
support this supposition. 

7 A. Clark on Gen. xxviii. 12 where he fol- 
lows (almost verbatim) the learned but not al- 
ways judicious Lightfoot. 
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this exposition of the text, it is indispen= 
sably necessary to produce some pas- 
sage of the New Testament in which 
this vision is referred te as a typical 
event. | 

Accordingly, the author just quoted 
produces as such two passages from the 
gospel according to St. John. The first 
is “ that remarkable declaration to Na- 
thaniel,” John i. 51; “ Hereafter shall 
ye see heaven opén, and the angels of 
Gop ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man.” That Carist herein 
refers to Jacob’s dream is probable, 
from the great similarity of expression 5 
but in order to understand him as re- 
ferring to it as a type, we must sup- 
pose that this prediction was to be li- 
terally fulfilled. But this #t was not 
during Christ’s stay upon earth; we 
must therefore refer it, (as has been 
done by some) to the day of judgment : 
but this is rendered impossible by the 
limitation of time in the Greek, aw’ 
atts henceforth from this time, or as 
Whitby prefers, within a little while. 
Either of these renderings is more lite- 
ral than hereafter, and cither is suffi- 
cient to overthrow the flimsy hypothe- 
sis which renders it necessary to refer 
this prediction to the day of judgment. 

But if this prediction be understood 
as figuratively referring to the especial 
providence displayed towards CurisD 
in his ministry, repeatedly spoken of as 
performed by the interposition of an- 
gels,* and continually displayed in his 
miracles, its perfect accomplishment 
will be plainly perceived; while the 
whole force of the passage may be pre- 
served, as within three days after this 
conversation with Nathaniel, that most 
remarkable manifestation of the divine 
power present in Jesus, by the conver- 
sion of water into wine, emphatically 
styled by the Evangelist (Sohn ii. 11,) 
“ The beginning of miracles,” by which 
Jesus manifested forth his glory, took 
place at Cana. ‘This interpretation, 
which is that most generally adopted, 
and the only one that is free from ob- 





* For example, Mat. iv. 11, Angels came and 
ministered unto him: xxvi.53, Cannot | now pray 
to my Father, and he shall give me more than 
twelve legions of angels: Luke xxii. 45, And 
there appeared an angel unto him, strengthen- 
ing him. 
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jections, entirely precludes the neces- 
sity of a typical interpretation of Jacob’s 
dream, it being merely referred to as 
the source of the figurative language 
used by Curist, not of a type which 
should be accomplished in the fulfil- 
ment of this prediction. 

The second passage quoted as a proof 
of the typical nature of Jacob’s vision,* 
is too obviously strained to be of any 
weight, when unsupported by stronger 
testimony. That our Lorp should, 
when answering a simple question put 
by Thomas, obscurely hint at a type 
which has no obvious connexion with 
the subject of discourse, and that with- 
out any direct or verbal reference, is 
wholly contrary to his usual custom, 
and unworthy of a moment’s credence. 
If such interpretation were offered, ty- 
pical reference in the New Testament 
might be found for almost every occur- 
rence narrated in the Old. 

There remains, then, but one inter- 
pretation of the dream of Jacob, mere- 
ly that which considers it as indicative 
of the particular providence of Gop. 
This exposition, besides the confirma- 
tion by the numerous passages (some 
of them already cited) which represent 
Gop’s particular providence as carried 
on by the ministry of angelic spirits, 
derives great support from the nature 
of the case; the knowledge of the exist- 
ence of a particular providence being 
not only of great importance to Jacob 
in his desolate situation, but also afford- 
ing much solace and support in his pre 
sent circumstances, and being inti- 
mately connected with the divine pro- 
mise which it immediately precedes. 

The patriarch, drivén from his pater- 
nal home, and condemned to a tedious 
and melancholy exile by the dread of 
his brother’s vengeance on accvunt of 
the injury he had sustained, directing 
his wandering steps to an uncertain 
place of refuge, with no prospect of a 
speedy return, without a shelter for his 
weary head, or friend to give a hospit- 
able reception when fatigued by his 
journey ; of how great importance was 
the intelligence, that he was under the 





* John xiv. 5,6. Thomas sath unto bim, 
Lord, we know not whither thou geest, and 
how can we know the way, Jesus saith unto 
him, | am the way— 
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immediate protection of his Maker; of 
the God of his fathers, who had pro- 
mised to Abraham that his seed should 
possess the land of Canaan! The know- 
ledge that though an exile from the pa- 
ternal roof, Gop’s watchful providence 
could make every slave a home ; that 
the place of a kind and affectionate 
father would be abundantly supplied by 
the protection of the Atmicuty; and 
that wherever he might sojourn, at 
Beersheba, at Bethel, or at Padan-aram, 
the favour and assistance of his Gop 
should always accompany his steps ! 

What a source of comfort in his des- 
titute condition, to know that though 
torn from his friends and relations, he 
was still accompanied by a friend who 
was both able and willing to provide 
him with all things necessary, to aid 
him in his difficulties, and to comfort 
him in all his afflictions! 

The connexion which this intimation 
of a particular providence would have 
with the promise which it immediately 
preceded, is too obvious to be insisted 
on, especially if we cofmpare it with 
verse 15,* which is almost a literal ex- 
plication of the vision, and contains a 
plain and explicit declaration of a par- 
ticular providence attending bim and 
bis aflairs. . 

That the doctrine of a particular 
providence was unknown to Jacob un- 
til this occurrence, eannot be certainly 
affirmed, as most remarkable instances 
had occurred in the lives of their fore- 
fathers, with which he could hardly be 
unacquainted. But that (if this be the 
proper interpretation of the vision) it 
was calculated to give the patriarch a 
livelier conception of this providence, 
and a stronger confidence in the pro- 
tection of Gop, is undeniable. Accord- 
ingly, the next day we find Jacob, after 
some ceremonies, probably at that time 
connected with religious worship, mak- 
ing a vow, evidently occasioned by his 
vision, and certainly founded upon this 
very dectrine. ‘ And Jacob vowed a 
vow, saying, If Gop will be with me, 
and will keep me in this way that } go, 





* And, behold, Lam with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whithersoever thou t, and 
will bring thee sgain into this land: I will 
not leave thee, untit | have dene that which & 
have spoken to thee of 
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and will give me bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on, so that I come again to 
my father’s house in peace; then shall 
the Lorp be my Gop.’? What can con- 
tain a more explicit reference to a par- 
ticular providence than is manifested 
in these expressions? or what can more 
fully explain the sense in which the 
vision was understood by the patriarch 
himself ? U.U. 


For the Christian Journal. 


A Sermon, delivered before the New- 
York Protestant Episcopal Mission- 
ary Society, in St. Paul’s Chapel, 
Dec. 14th, 18233 by the Rev. John 
Sellon, Minister of Christ Church, 
Ann-street, New-York. 

{ Published by request. } 

Matthew xxviii. 19 —Go ye, therefore, and 

teach all nations. 

Ir is a duty, my brethren, which has 
been allotted to me to direct your atten- 
tion this evening, to this, the last com- 
mandment which ‘was delivered by our 
blessed Saviour to his chosen Apostles, 
here on earth; and most gratifying is it 
to my feelings to be enabled upon this 
occasion to point out to you the means 
by which, through the grace of our Al- 
mighty Father, you may be empowered 
to aid in the performance of this last in- 
junction of your crucified Redeemer. 
On less important occasions, when the 
merits of the case require to be eluci- 
dated and supported by the abilities of 
the speaker, I should feel a degree of 
diffidence in addressing you; but on this 
subject all such feelings vanish; and 
with the fullest confidence I declare to 
you my most sincere conviction, that 
when you have heard the plain state- 
ment which I shall now deliver to you, 
you will be as ready and anxious to 
contribute amply and cheerfully to- 
wards the support of that charity in fa- 
vour of which | address you, as I can 
possibly be to entreat you so todo: nay 
more, my brethren, that each of this 
assembled congregation who cherishes 
within his bosom the glow of gratitude 
to his Redeemer, or in whese breast 
the spark of Christian love has not be- 
come extinct, will leave this holy tem- 
ple of our God, with the pure hope that 

e. may be enabled to aid in spreading 


his Redeemer’s name; and thus become 
the blessed instrument, of giving to his 
fellow beings here, a treasure greater 
than the wealth of worlds; of spreading 
wide that holy flame of love, our only 
solace mid the cares of life; the only 
ray which serves to cheer our pat 
through this dark vale of misery and 
woe, and light our way to immortality. 
I feel this confidence, my brethren, 
from the knowledge of whom I am ad- 
dressing, and for what purpose. Whe 
can doubt a moment of the success of 
an appeal to Christians, to urge them to 
obey the last command of him who 
died for them and all mankind, to urge 
them to bestow of their abundance a 
trifle, scarcely felt, to spread around 
them the boundless blessings of redeem- 
ing love; to shed upon the dark and 
gloomy dwellings of their less happy 
brethren, the heavenly light thereof and 
of peace; to carry to the faint and fa- 
mished soul the spiritual food of life eter- 
nal, and offer to the parched and thirsty 
lip, the cordial cup of hope and consola- 
tion. I call then upon you, my Christian 
brethren, who are now assembled in the 
immediate presence of your God; and 
in the name of that Almighty Saviour 
I here implore of you to aid in the ex- 
tension of his kingdom. On you I call, 
and on you only who believe yourselves 
to be the sons of God, the favoured 
children of his unbounded mercy ; heirs 
of glory, and the inheritors of heaven 
and of happiness; on you, to whom the 
everlasting doors of heaven are opened ; 
you, fur whom death is conquered, and 
who now look forward with a proud 
triumphant hope to more victory over 
all your foes, and are enabled by the 
grace of God to smile at all the petty 
cares of life, secure of an eternity of 
bliss, prepared for you hereafter. Ye 
who now own a gem beyond the wealth 
of countless worlds, rich in exhaustless 
treasures, what were ye once? The chil- 
dren of perdition, the beings of corrup- 
tion, lost through sin, at enmity with 
God, doomed to eternal misery and 
woe, sunk in the depth of darkness and 
despair, without one ray of hope to gild 
the gloom, and cheer your future pros- 
pects, justice had doomed you to eter- 
nal woe, and mercy must have sued for 
you in vain. But te redeem you from 
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iniquity, the ransom of the Son of God 
was paid to raise you from the lowest 
depths of ruin to light, and life, and im- 
mortality. The Son of God descended 
from his throne, and died upon the cross ; 
for you he died, for you he rose again ; 
he died to be a ransom for your sins, 
he rose te give you immortality: and 
when triumphant over sin and death, 
he burst for you the barriers of the tomb. 
The last commandment which he gave 
on easth to his beloved disciples—the 
Jas. important charge which he deliver- 
ed ere he ascended to his throne of glory, 
was that which is recorded in my text, 
Go ye, therefore, teach all nations. 
What need I then of further arguments ? 
Can there exist within a Christian bo- 
som one feeling hostile to this glorious 
cause? If so, no words that fall from 
human tongues, no arguments of reason 
could avail to soften and suhdue the flin- 
ty heart. But, my brethren, that we 
are now assembled to aid this glorious 
cause, is a full proof that such are not 
our feelings. All therefore that can now 
be necessary in order to insure your 
most zealous and fervent exertions in aid 
of the beneficent and Christian objects 
of that society, in whose behalf | now ap- 
peal to you, is merely a statement of its 
object and constitution ; from whence | 
shall endeavour to prove to you, that it 
is founded on such principles, and di- 
rected to such purposes, as are best cal- 
culated to perform the commandment 
of our blessed Sayiour, recorded in my 
text. The New-York Protestant Epis- 
copal Missionary Society was first es- 
tablished in the year 1817. By a ca- 
non of the church in this diocese, the 
appointment and direction of missiona- 
ries are yested in the bishop and a 
committee appointed by the conven- 
tion. ‘The fund from which the mis- 
sionaries are supported, is constituted 
principally by the yearly contributions 
of the congregations in the state. It is 
with a view to increase this fund, and 
thus to aid in the support of mission- 
aries, that the New-York Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society was insti- 
tuted. The object then of this society, 
in the words of its own censtitution, is, 
“to assist, but not in any degree to in- 
terfere with the established authority of 
the church in the suppert of mission- 


aries.” The Committee for Propagat- 
ing the Gospel, in aid of which this so- 
ciety was established, professes not to 
extend its sphere of action beyond the 
wants of our immediate brethren in this 
diocese. Would that it possessed the 
means, as it most surely does the will, 
to extend the bounds of our Redeemer’s 
kingdom to the remotest regions of this 
earth. But we may not, my brethren, 
delude ourselves with that Quixotic 
spirit, that mad misguided zeal, which, 
when the children of our own household 
are famishing with hunger, would take 
from them the bread that should sup- 
port them to give it unto others; and 
imagine that this unprecedented zeal, 
this cruel conduct, springs from an ar- 
dent love for all mankind. From such 
a love, my brethren, as he would show, 
who would neglect his children, and 
while they starved, should give their 
food to others. The object then of this 
society is, to assist the exertions of our 
church in the performance of the last 
commandment of our Almighty Sa- 
viour, and through the medium which 
our God appointed, to spread the bless- 
ings of the Christian faith, and dissi- 
pate that darkness which surrounds us; 
to carry the glad tidings of salvation to 
those who, lost in ignorance and error, 
amid the thick and dreary wilderness, 
have never yet beheld the light of life, 
who know not that the sun cf righteous- 
ness has risen on this world of sin and 
woe, who in distress and abject poverty 
are strangers to the only consolation 


that can support them. Some of whom, 


perhaps, once listened with delight to 
the pure doctrines of this our holy 
Church, but now, alas, driven by penury 
to seek a refuge far from their native 
home, behold their children departing 
from the faith of their forefathers, that 
faith which they so loved and revered, 
without the power to save them. Ifthen 
it shall appear to you, my brethren, 
that this society is calculated to aid 
in spreading the Redeemer’s name, and 
by the means which he himself appoint- 
ed, I need not urge you to support its 
cause. There is, 1 hope and trust, 
within your bosoms an advocate more 

werful than any which human means 
could offer, Let us then see, my bre- 
thren, is the society for which I now ex- 
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treat your aid, in principle and action, 
in strict accordance with our Saviour’s 
will? Go ye and teach all nations, is 
the commandment which our God en- 
joined on his apostles. ‘To them and 
their successors was intrusted this all 
important charge, but it was accompa- 
nied with an assurance of support and 
help from heaven. How could they fail 
with this most gracivus promise, Lo, 
Tam with you always, even unto the 
end of the world? When the Saviour 
of mankind suffered an ignominious 
death upon the cross, that we might live 
for ever, not one written memorial ex- 
isted, not a single word was lefi, not a 
memento remained behind, to convey 
to the distant ages of the world, pure 
and uncorrupted, those divine doctrines 
and precepts, on the observance of 
which their eternal life and happiness 
depended. The revealed will of God 
then—the glad tidings of salvation to 
mankind, to publish whieh, the Lord of 
life, the only begotten of the Father de- 
scended from on high, and to canfirm 
which he died the death of a malefac- 
tor, were left without one human record 
to preserve them from oblivion and de- 
struction. But that gospel through 
which life and immortality are brought 
to life, was not to be supported by the 
frail arm of any earthly power. Its di- 
vine doctrines were not to be explained, 
or its precepts enforced, by the vain 
teaching of this world alone. The Lord 
of eternal life himself, that God who re- 
vealed to man the terms of his salva- 
tion, that Saviour who died for our sins 
and rose again for our justification, has 
promised that he will himself, by his 
own divine presence, continue ta pro- 
mulgate, explain and enforce his bless- 
ed doctrines and precepts, to all nations 
and in all ages, even unto the end of 
the world—Lo, I am with you alway. 
’Tis through the medium of that minis- 
try on whom this gracious promise of 
our Lord has been bestowed, that this 
society endeavours to extend the light 
of grace. The means then which they 
use are not the fallible suggestions of hu- 
man reason; they are the plans of ever- 
lasting wisdom, and must be adequate to 
their great purpose. But are not its 
exertions limited, its views too bound- 
ed? Go ye and teach all nations, was 


the commandment of our blessed Sa 
viour. Oh that we had the power to car 
ry the glad tidings of salvation to earth’ 
remotest bounds—to shed the hea 
venly manna on the desert, and bid the 
dry and barren rock send forth the liv- 
ing waters of eternal life—to plant 
the rose of Sharon in each rough and 
dreary wilderness, till all this goodly 
heritage, this garden of our God should 
smile in peace, and yield the golden 
fruits of Christian virtue in rich abund- 
ant harvest! But alas! when we be- 
hold the boundless magnitude of this 
important object, and reflect upon the 
trifling means which we possess, oh! 
how inadequate do they appear to the 
great purpose! ‘l'o human comprehen- 
sion, they are indeed inadequate; but 
he who never will desert us, has de- 
clared, the time shall come when every 
nation upon earth shall cali him blessed. 
Till then, my Christian brethren, let us 
employ the means intrusted to us by 
our Almighty Father, where best we 
ean bestow them. If we are faithful 
stewards of our God, he is not a hard 
master, seeking ta reap where he hath 
never sown. ‘The widow’s mite, though 
small to us, was greater in his eyes than 
all the splendid contributions which 
wealth could offer. We cannot indeed 
extend the bounds of our Redeemer’s 
kingdom wide as our wishes; but by 
the grace of God we have the means to 
light the holy flame of pure religion i 
the darkened bosoms of our benight- 
ed brethren ; we have the means to 
wake the dying embers imto light, and 
kindle into warmth the spark of love 
almost extinct within them. The field 
of our exertions is indeed bounded ;_ but 
we yet may rouse the slumbering zeal 
of many of our brethren to active en- 
ergy i 
* As when the pebble stirs the peaceful lake, 
“ The centre moved, a circle stwaight succeeds ; 
* Another still, and still another spreads” — 
So may your bounty, though con- 
fined to few in its effects, spread 
wide its influence; and ages yet un- 
born shall bless that goodness which 
planted in their land the tree of life, 
trom which their children’s children may 
be fed, and countless generations yet to 
come, eat of its holy fruit, and live for 
ever. It is most gratifying to me, my 















brethren, to be enabled to inform you, 
that, as far as their means have extend- 
ed, success almost unprecedented has 
hitherto attended the efforts of this so- 
ciety. There are now in this state many 
flourishing, and well attended churches, 
which owe their origin solely to its be- 
nevolent exertions. The parish of Ge- 
neva, in which but a few years since 
there was noteven an Episcopal congre- 
gation, now possesses a church, and the 
congregation most liberally support 
their clergyman. This church owes its 
origin to the zealous and indefatigable 
labours of the venerable Davenport 
Phelps, whose memory will ever be 
dear to Churchmen. This excellent 
servant of the cross, after planting 
most triumphantly the banner under 
which he laboured in the west, long 
since went to receive the immortal ho- 
nours prepared for him in heaven. Not 
only has a church been built and well 
supported in this parish, but there is 
also found there a zealous Missionary 
Society, auxiliary to this, and which has 
liberally contributed to its funds. But 
though by the grace. of the Almighty 
great have been the benefits attendant 
on the exertions of this society, yet 
numerous and most urgent are the calls 
tor spiritual aid and sustenance from 
others of our brethren, who are yet des- 
titute of all those blessings, which we 
so abundantly partake of. Allow me, 
my brethren, to appeal tv you in the 
words of one, who, whilst from the du- 
ties of his office, he was of all others 
best acquainted with the spiritual wants 
of his brethren, was ever most ready 
and anxious to relieve them; whose 
ardent zeal and indefatigable exertions 
in the cause of our holy church, will be 
remembered with respect and venera- 
tion, long as that church which, by his 
fostering care and fatherly attention, has 
grown and flourished beyond all pre- 
cedent, shall cherish in the bosoms of 
her sons, feelings of gratitude towards 
their benefactor, of love fer unaffected 
piety, of admiration for extensive ta- 
ients devoted to the best and noblest 
cause, and of respect and reverence for 
firm undeviating constancy, built on 
the base of conscious rectitude—of one, 
who, though now absent, yet lives with- 
in the bosoms of us all, and ever is mast 
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present to our minds when works of 
charity and Christian love, of warm be- 
nevolence and ardent zeal, engage our 
notice, and turn our thoughts with fond 
regret to him, who when amongst us, 
was ¢yer foremost in these works of 
love. As president of this society, his 
warmest wishes were engaged in its suc- 
cess; for well he knew how many and 
how urgent were the calls from our less 
happy brethren, for comfort and assist- 
ance. “ In my,visitation of the diocese,” 
Says our revered bishop in his address 
to the convention of 1819, “ I have seea 
many places, white unto the harvest, 
but there were no Jabourers to put in 
the sickle. I have had my feelings 
often awakened by the anxious inquiry 
of those who, from the paucity of their 
numbers, and the inadequacy of their 
means, are unable to procure the mi- 
nistrations of the word and ordinances, 
Can you not supply us with missionary 
services, and thus establish among us 
the church to which we are attached? 
And I have been compelled to depress 
their earnest desires, by an answer in thé 
negative.” Shall these things be, fel- 
low Christians? No, let me entreat 
you in the words of the last annual re- 
port of this society, to contrast your 
own spiritual advantages and comforts 
and blessings, with the destitute and 
forlorn situation of our brethren, who, 
in the midst of a Christian land, and 
forming part of a Christian community, 
are nevertheless deprived of the minis- 
trations of the church of Christ, and all 
the hopes and privileges of the gospel. 
Shall those who are connected with us 
by all the ties which bind man to his 
fellow men, our own countrymen, our 
immediate neighbours, live and perish 
under our own eyes in this land of 
abundance and plenty, without ever en- 
joying the consoling ordinances of the 
church, or being called to participate 
in the glorious inheritance of the sons 
of God? Shall these things be, my 
brethren? Is there among us one whose 
heart is hardened to this holy claim for 
sustenance and succour? Is there 
among us one who would refuse to 
yield of his abundance to aid his cause 
who gave eternal life—to aid his fellow 
beings to perform the last most sacred 
charge of their Redeemer? ‘Then be it 
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said that there exists a Christian for 
whom the Lord of life was crucified, 
that he might save his soul from eternal 
misery, and raise him up to everlasting 
glory, who yet beheld his brother perish- 
ing, beheld him sinking in eternal ruin, 
and witha look of cold indifference refus- 
ed to stretch a helping hang to save him. 
Oh no, my brethren, these feelings dwell 
not ina Christian bosom, there harbours 
universal charity. there dwells a fervent 
Jove for all mankind, there glows the 
holy flame of gratitude. All, all unite to 
urge you to support this glorious cause ; 
your fellow beings pray to you for sue- 
cour, your God who died for you de- 
mands it for them. 


— —~ 


Extracts from the late Bishop of Cal- 
euliu’s Address on Confirmation. 
f Continued from page 59.] 

4. But under the head of your reli- 
gious obligations, I must not, especially 
on such an occasion, overlook the Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, to which 
you are henceforth to be admitted. [ 
need not, indeed, explain to those, who 
have been competently instructed in 
the church catechism, the nature of that 
solemn ordinance ; the ends for which 
it was instituted, or the blessings which 
it dispenses. You know itto be for 
a perpetual remembrance of the death 
of Christ, whereby we obtain redemp~- 
tion, and that in the worthy participa- 
tion of it the spiritual principle within us 
receives fresh supplies of strength. Is 
combines, in fact, all that is sublime, 
and tender, and humble, and holy in 
the character of religious adoration 3; 
self-examination, the confession of sin, 
pious resolves, thankfulness for our 
Saviour’s love to us, the complete 
surrender of ourselves, ‘ of our souls 
and bodies,’ to his service, and an ac- 
knowledgment of our faith in his blood, 
all of them co-existing in our minds 
and hearts with bretherly love and 
charity. 

It is, however, a subject of deep re- 
gret, that so many are found to excuse 
themselves from the table of their Re- 
deemer. Some are unfit to appear 
there, as perhaps they themselves al- 
lege; and while they lay great stress 
upon the sin of receiving this sacrament 


unworthily, forget that they are guilty 
of the greater sin of not renouncing the 
course of life, in which alone their un- 
worthiness consists; while others seem 
to consider the sacrament, as something 
which is left to their option, whether 
they will receive it or reject it: and yet 
our church has pronounced, that both 
the sacraments ‘are generally necessary 
to salvation,’ meaning, no doubt, where 
they may be had. Both, indeed, are 
intimately connected with the great ob- 
ject of the gospel dispensation, ‘ the re- 
mission of sins:’ it was for this end 
that St. Peter called upon the people to 
be baptized, (Acts ll. 38:) and our 
Saviour, when at the institution ef the 
other sacrament, he gave the cup to 
his diseiples, declared it to be his 
© blood of the New Testament, shed for 
many, for the remission of sins,’ (Matt. 
xxvi. 28:) and it is hardly possible to 
understand otherwise than in relation 
to the same sacrament, though not then 
instituted, that most awful saying of 
our Saviour, ‘ Verily, verily, Isay unto 
you, except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his bleed, ye 
have no life in you,’ (John vi. 53.) 
It must not, indeed, be taken to mean 
the mere act of eating and drinking the 
sacred elements, but the spiritual use 
and application of it; in which, how- 
ever, the actis supposed. But indepen- 
dently of these considerations, it may be 
enough for you to know, that this sacra- 
ment was ordained by Christ himself, as 
a standing memorial of the one great 
sacrifice for sin: it aannot, therefore, 
be innocent, or even a matter of little 
moment, that any man shall deliberately 
retuse to bear testimony to the merits 
and the efficacy of that sacrifice, in the 
manner prescribed ; it is, in truth, how- 
ever it may be meant, little less than 
a denial of the Lord that bought him, 
(2 Pet. ii. 1.) 

5. But among the topics of advice re- 
specting your conduct in life, I must not 
be altogether silent on the subject of your 
worldly occupations, Religion, strictly 
so called, cannot engage all your 
thoughts ; and the world has claims upon 
you in your several stations and callings ; 
and yet even in your secular duties reli- 
gion will enter, if they be discharged ina 
Christian spirit, and in due subcrdina- 
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tion to the law of God; with diligence 
and fidelity and integrity, and without 
suffering them to encroach upon reli- 
gious principle, or to interfere with 
those obligations, which have a distinct 
and immediate reference to the Al- 
mighty. This, however, is the great 
error, into which persons of industry 
and enterprise are liable to fall: they 
attach tov much importance to their 
secular pursuits; because these are use- 
ful to the world, and probably much 
more, because they are profitable and 
lucrative, they would make attention 
to business a plea for the neglect of 
every thing else: they seem to ascribe 
to it a merit, which supersedes reli- 
gious obligations, as if religion were 
not enjoined on all men alike; as if it 
were required only frem persons, who 
have abundant leisure, and who can- 
not otherwise occupy theirtime. Ab- 
surd as are all such pretences, they 
operate to a greatextent: what is more 
common than the neglect of private 
and of family prayer, and even the de- 
secration of the day of holy rest, upon 
the plea of the urgent demands on 
time? There cannot, however, be a 
plainer confession, that of such men the 
world is really the idol, to which they 
pay the homage due to God alone; nor 
do they consider that wealth, or reputa- 
tion, or even secular usefulness will avail 
them nothing to the pardon of sin, or 
that they cannot thus acquire the habits, 
and sentiments, and desires,which alone 
will prepare them for eternity. 

It must not, however, be dissembled, 
that with a pertion of our Christian 
population the disposition to excess 
in laborious employments is by no 
means prevalent; against bodily and 
manual labour, there is even a preju- 
dice: it is thought disreputable, and to 
be resorted to only in the case of actual 
necessity. Here, then, is an error of 
an opposite character; and though it 
operates very differently from the for- 
mer, its effects are not less injurious. 
Idleness is incompatible with religior, 
as being the parent of vice and folly: 
and those pursuits are not favourable 
to it, which require but little active ex 
ertion: they produce a general listless. 
Mess and indifference, which relax the 
mind, and render it as unfit for the 
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practice of religion, as for every thing 
else, which demands resolution and 
firmness. It is true, that all cannot 
choose their occupations, and that all 
the offices of human life must be filled: 
but I would abate, if possible, the pre- 
judice against manual employment: it 
is allied more nearly than some suspect, 
both to virtue and happiness: health 
and cheerfulness follow in its train; its 
habits are generally frugal and simple ; 
the vigour of the body gives a tone to 
the mind; and its intervals of rest are 
periods of real enjoyment. Such a 
state is not ill adapted to the service of 
God: it isconnected with humility and 
thankfulness for the measure of good 
vouchsafed, and with that teachable 
disposition, which is the proper soil to 
receive the seed of the gospel. 

6. But let me not forget, that many 
of you are removed, by the gifts of Pro- 
vidence, from the necessity of actual 
toil; and even they, who will be most 
engaged, will have short intervals of 
time at their own disposal: in offering 
you advice, therefore, for the conduct 
of life, something should be said upon 
the proper use of leisure. With re- 
spect, then, to those of you who may 
have much, I would earnestly recom- 
mend to you to consider it as a trust, 
for which you must account. It isa 
plea in frequent use, and sometimes it 
is truly urged, that men have not spare 
time to do much good to others, or to 
advance their own improvement, so far 
as they really wish; but where this 
plea cannot justly be used, there is a 
proportionate responsibility ; and cer- 
tainly they who are exempted from the 
necessity of close eccupation, should 
consider that their privilege is rather in 
the choice of their employment, while 
others have their particular course of 
duty marked out for them, and abso- 
lutely enjoined. Ovur time, in fact, is 
our life; and itis not to be spent un- 
profitably, unless it can be supposed 
to be venial to live in vain. Consider, 
then, you, whom Providence has fa- 
voured, (I speak to persons of either sex, ) 
what opportunities are open to you 
for the exercise of benevolence; nor is 
this to be considered, as confining it- 
self to almsgiving, but as exerted in a 
general solicitude about the miseries of 
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mankind, in patient thought how they 
may most effectually be mitigated, and 
in ascertaining and establishing the me- 
rits of those, who have fallen into dis- 
tress. Half the suffering in the world 
would be relieved, if the deserving could 
de distinguished from the worthless, and 
wretchedness could assert its claims, 
free from the suspicion of imposture. 

There is one use, however, of lei- 
sure; whether it be much or lite, on 
which I should earnestly insist: [ al- 
lude to your advancement in Christian 
knowledge: there cannot be a greater 
error, common as it is, than to suppose 
that religious studies may be allowed to 
terminate with the discipline of the 
school, or are dispensed with after con- 
firmation, or, at the utmost, need be 
prosecuted no further, than by listening 
to instruction from the pulpit. With 
respect to the religious knowledge con- 
veyed to us before the usual period of 
confirmation, it isnecessarily very limit- 
ed; and with regard to the instruction 
delivered from the pulpit, the improve- 
ment to be derived from it is much re- 
tarded by that scantiness of religious 
information, which unhappily prevails 
in most Christian assemblies. Where 
a multitude are to be addressed, consist- 
ing of persons of very different attain- 
ments, and all of them to be in some 
measure benefited and improved; a 
competent acquaintance with scriptu- 
val subjects is requisite, even in the 
teast informed. 

My counsel, then, to all of you is, 
that you cultivate religious knowledge, 
according to your opportunities, espe- 
cially in the study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, assisted by the valuable and va- 
rious helps which the divines of our 
church have provided: there is net, in 
fact, any doctrine, or any duty taught 
by our religion, which they have not 
powerfully enforeed, or any difficulty, 
except it be such as eludes our finite 
understandings, which they have not 
satisfactorily explained. I feel it, there- 
fore, to be a cause of thankfulness, that 
the tracts and large treatises of the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, have of Jate years been abund- 
antly supplied to every part of the dio- 
cese. ‘The means of improvement are 
thus within the reach of all, who really 
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desire it, and whose wants shall be 
made known, as they easily may be, te 
any ene of the members of the respec- 
tive committees. Jt is moreover the 
praise of that ancient society, as tend- 
ing to enlarge the wide sphere of its 
usefulness, that it now adopts and dis- 
seminates books of general information, 
adapted however, with the divine bless- 
ing, to promote the glory ef God. ‘The 
ag¢é, indeed; in which we five, is remark- 
able for a prevailing disposition among 
almost all classes of people, to devote 
some part of their time to reading: it 
were, however, an error to suppose, 
that there is a proportionate advance- 
ment in scriptural, or even in other 
knowledge ; much of the time spent in 
this way is utterly lost, as to any valu- 
able purpose: it serves only to amuse, 
while probably it perverts, the minds 
of those; who ean find no rational em- 
ployment. Still it is not my meaning 
that scriptural reading, or what is 
closely connected with it, should alone 
engage your leisure, if it be abundant 3 
but | should not fulfil my purpose in 
alluding to this subject, if I did not 
strongly urge the importance of your 
assigning the first place to that know- 
ledge, which will make you ‘ wise unto 
salvation ;’ and let me add, of abstain- 
ing from such reading, as is at least 
frivolous, and, if it does no other harm, 
will give you a distaste for higher and 
better things. You, however, whose lot 
is humble, and who can have little time 
to spare from worldly occupations, wil. 
do well to keep to the Bible, and to the 
best helps to the true understanding of 
it; blessing God, that he has afforded 
you a measure of education, whatever 
it may be, and seeking to advance both 
your knowledge and your love of the 
scriptures by a holy and a Christian 
life. 

7. In the last place, let me not dis- 
miss you without adverting to the cir- 
cumstances ofthe country, in which your 
lot is cast. Among the nations around 
you, the God of Christians and the Sa- 
viour of the world are unknown. Few 
of you can be ignorant of the endea- 
vours, which are made, to bring the hea- 
then toa knowledge of the truth: but 
the truth will never beam upon their 
minds in its genuine lustre, unless it be 
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found to influence the lives of those who 
profess it. I cannot, indeed, repress 
the thought, how great the effect would 
be, if all, or even the greater part of 
those, who from time to time are the 
objects of these solemnities, would 
through life remember their sacred en- 
gagements; and would think of the day 
with holy awe, when they pledged them- 
selves before God to fulfil their baptis- 
mal vows. We should then see per- 
sons in various ranks of life, and in con- 
siderable numbers, going forth through 
these wild regions, not indeed actually 
to preach the doctrine of God their Sa- 
viour, but to adorn it; to exhibit in 
their lives and conversation the meek- 
ness, and the purity, and the charity 
of the gospel, and to bear testimony to 
the truth of what is affirmed of them, 
that their hope of salvation is in Christ. 
Let then this idea, beloved, be realized 
in you; consider yourselves to be seve- 
rally responsible, so far as the example 
of each of you may extend, for the 
opinion, which the heathen may form 
of the religion of Jesus Christ, and 
for its consequent success in the word. 
To every one of you, various as your 
conditions in life will be, is assigned a 
part in the greatest work, which God 
has ever delegated to man; the bring- 
ing of the nations out of darknessand 
the shadow of death, into the kingdom 
of the blessed Redeemer. May the 
Holy Spirit keep these things in your 
remembrance, and ¢ stablish you in 
every good word and work! 





For the Christian Journal. 
Review of Calvinistic Travels in 
America. 

Tus appellation is given to the book 
before us by way of perspicuity. Its 
actual title is— Travels through part 
of the United States and Canada, in 
1818 and 1819, by John M. Duncan, 
A.B.” It contains an account of the 
usual matters noticed by travellers. But 
there is something so striking in the re- 
ligious part of the book, that, though 
not occupying most space, the majority 


‘of readers will deem it very particularly 


prominent. Religion is the main “ sub- 

ject of his story.” And Calvinistic re- 

Jigion is obviously his standard. In 
Vor. VIN. 
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most other matters Mr. D. is singularly 
candid; in this he is a determined par- 
tizan. 

A partizan! when I have said so 
many civil things of various denomina- 
tions! exclaims perhaps Mr. D.; should 
this paper ever reach him. A partizan! 
exclaim his friends; should they ven- 
ture to peruse so heterodox a book as 
the Christian Journal. He and they 
doubtless feel themselves securely en- 
trenched in liberaltty. Perhaps they 
are so; for liberality in these days has 
a new meaning; and those who are 
loudest for the name liberal, have the 
least to do with the real virtue. They 
profess well; they mean well: but they 
delude themselves—uniting much cha- 
ritable feeling with actions neither cha- 
ritable, nor strictly decorous or honour- 
able. Mr. D. is exactly one of these 
paradoxical beings: amiable enough; 
yet perpetually seeking to aggrandize 
his religious party; and that, by ques- 
tionable means. How different from the 
liberality of former days, when words 
had their right meaning! Bishop Bur- 
net so composed his work on the Arti- 
cles, that no one could, from that work, 
discover his opinion in the Calvinistic 
controversy: nay, his arguments there 
given are most favourable to the senti- 
ments opposed to his own. We will 
not ask such ultra liberality in the pre- 
sent day. But we cannot but think the 
modern virtue of that name might copy 
the genuineness of this example of Bi- 
shop Burnet, 

The partizanship of Mr.D. resembles 
the warlike propensity of Ishmael~— 
“his hand is against every man” who 
agrees not with him in religious dogmas. 
He spares not the Romanists; nobody 
could expect it of him. He applies the 
title Socinian to the Unitarians, at least 
to those in Harvard college; though 
they generally profess to be only Arians. 
He has exposed more heresy and infi- 
delity among the Quakers, than they 
will hold themselves accountable for. He 
is dissatisfied with Methodist preachers 


who recommend “ piety” and a good: -- 


life ; and what, reader, think you, is his 
reason? because they did not explain 
what piety is, and he, of course, could 
not determine whether it agreed with 
his own standard. And even a Pres. 

11 
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byterian clergyman in Baltimore, and 
those in Canada, come under his repro- 
bation, for not reaching his superlative 
orthodoxy.—In some cases his attacks 
are such as may prove seriously detri- 
mental to the usefulness of particular 
clergymen: thus, the said Presbyterian 
minister in Baltimore, who, though not 
named, will be immediately identified 
in that city, is accused of preaching 
what was * inconsistent” with evange- 
lical truth; and in a Baptist minister in 
Philadelphia, “ there was a degree of 
mannerism,” which reminded Mr. D. 
of Cowper’s satirical lines; and again, 
in Batavia, an unknown minister is pro- 
nounced —as are others elsewhere—to 
have “ abilities of a very moderate 
kind.” Now is not this vastly decorous, 
in one who desires to further the cause 
of religion! Are such remarks, when 
republished in this country, as Mr. D. 
well knew would be the case,* calculat- 
ed to increase the usefulness of these 
pastors? Are not preachers generally 
characters too humble, and always in 
an office too sacred, to be held up to 
reprobation or malignant criticism, in 
their pastoral functions ? Luckily there 
is an alternative for the friends of the 
clergymen so abused ; they may regard 
Mr Duncan as a mere gossip-traveller, 
as tattling as he is over-curious and 
meddlesome ; or perhaps as one of that 
nameless class who scatter firebrands, 
and say, itis in sport—no, in love. 
Strange would it have been had our 
Ishmael allowedE piscopalians to escape 
him. Live the very Arab, he makes his 
incursions at moments the most unex- 
pected, and bears off a full spoil of ma- 
terials for detraction. But Ict us be 
candid. He discovered, or some of his 
religious friends gave him to under- 
stand, that Episcopalians have a sort of 
family quarrel ; and with this cue, he is 
singularly fortunate in being displeased 
with them—in the proper cases only ; 





* « Republished,” “ well knew :” the copies 
of Duncan’s Travels offered for sale in this 
country were printed in Britain, and sent out 
hither in sheets, with a title-page intimating 
that they are from an American press! The 
reviewer is almost tempted to endeavour to ar- 


gue and prove the custom-house regularity of 


this proceeding,—as also its entire congruity 
with the character and standing of one engaged 
in areligious pilgrimage, and in high favour 
with certain religions circles. 
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while, with equal felicity, he has a com- 
pliment ready whenever he hears an 
Episcopal preacher, who is—worthy of 
his fellowship. This we state candidly. 
To a few individuals among us, he is 
abundantly loving. For the denomine- 
tion, as such, he has no mercy. 

One of the Unitarian churches in Bos- 
ton is said to be “ Episcopalian in its 
ecclesiastical system ;”’ the only ground 
for which assertion is, that it uses a 
‘“ prayer book, altered in accommoda- 
tion to its sentiments.” Did Mr. D.’s 
party feeling blind him to the fact, that 
this church has entirely gone out from 
among us, and acknowledges as little 
of bishops as it does of orthodoxy ?>— 
Again in Newark, Canada, he spends 
not a Sunday; he only sees its one 
church; yet he cannot but “ fear”? that 
the -* theology” of that church “ is of a 
liteless kind.” It was a parish of the 
Church of England; and he “ feared” 
for it as a matter of course. —Se, of the 
** Episcopalian churches” of that pro- 
vince which he visited, “ the doctrine 
which was preached was decidedly sub- 
versive of the distinguishing principles 
of the gospel.”’ These are some sprink- 
lings of Mr. D.’s liberality which we 
have disposed of first. 

His principal scene, however, of 
Episcopalianism is laid in New-York 
and Baltimore—“ New-York may be 
regarded as its polemical head quarters.” 
We are pronounced “ Arminians,” (a 
term always meant in reproach from 
such persons as Mr. D.) “ intolerant,” 
desiring conversions only for party’s 
sake, and even popish. 


* The prevalent theology of this body is 
at present decidedly and avowedly Armi- 
nian, and its ecclesiastical spirit is the 
very highest of high church; the more in- 
toleranily so, perhaps, from its being totally 
destitute of government patronage and 
support, and enjoying no privileges which 
are not common to the most democratic 
of the surrounding sects. Among its clergy 
{ have already noticed two distinguished 
exceptions* in regard to doctrine; and al- 
though these are all that have fallen within 
my personal observation, I am informed 
that there are a few others no less decided. 
These ministers, I have reason to believe, 
dissent no less sincerely from the preva- 
lent exclusive spirit in ecclesiastical poli- 
tics. Its bishops are, without exception, cha- 
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* One in Baltimore, the other in New-York. 
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racterized by unswerving adherence to the 
dominant opinions.” Vol. ii. p. 362. 


ae keen an insight on the part of Mr. 
. into the opinions of all our bishops! 
But we proceed with his picture. 


** One can hardly help being amused at the 
tenacity with which the authors cling to 
the potent virtue of apostolic ordination, of 
which they are the legitimate inheritants, 
and the excellence of the church, which is, 
and can be, none other than that in which 
they exercise their talents.” P. 365. 


** In their zeal for making converts, it is 
not so much the extension of the know- 
ledge of the word of God which they have 
at heart, as the enlargement of “ our 
church,” as their writers in all their pub- 
lications invariably style it.” P. 365. 


** Some rags of popery are unfortunately 
interspersed— Laus Deo, for instance, upon 
the organ, and L.H.S. encircled by rays 
upon the back of the pulpit.” Vol. i. p. 242. 


** Those in this communion are careful to 
prefix the appellation ‘ Protestant’ to the 
designation of their party; but I have 
sometimes been tempted to suspect that it 
has arisen from a secret conyiction that 
some of the most distinguishing charac- 
teristics of Protestantism are not to be dis- 
covered in their system.” Vol. ii. p. 379. 


And now, kind and liberal reader, 
think you not that Mr. D. has travelled 
to some purpose? Think you not that 
his book sent over here will serve— 
some purpose 2 

How tender is Mr. D. concerning, 
rags of popery! His conscience would 
have been a model for James Naylor, 
or his qwn countryman. Knox. Laus 
Deo, on an organ! how shocking ! par- 
ticularly to an A.B.! We presume 
that he does not tolerate the Latin lan- 
guage. How did he miss the Hebrew 
inscription over the chancel of Si. 
Paul’s in New-York? Happy that he 
did not see it! he would have called it 
arag of Judaism. And then too the in- 
itials, I. H.S.—popery again! Pray, 
Mr. D. cannot a few words and signs 
from another language be naturalized, 
and become intelligible to those who 
use English only? What are Genesis 
and Apocalypse, and many titles of the 
intervening books, but Greek words? 
And does the use of them bring Pro- 
testants into any affinity with the Greek 
church? For shame, to ascribe rags 
of popery to a church, sister to the one 
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which the Pope knows to be his most 
efficient enemy. 

We must not omit to notice another 
sad discovery made by our author. He 
heard somewhere a discourse, the text 
of which was from Ecclesiasticus—a 
mere motto-text, to introduce the sub- 
ject of death —and it affords him an 
opportunity to say very prettily that the 
sermon was as aporryphal as the text. 
Such was Mr. D.’s judgment; and we 
have no means of assenting or dissent- 
ing. But how is it that Mr. D. says no- 
thing against choosing texts from the 
Apocrypha? that point is passed over 
in silence. Can it have been because 
his reverend countryman, Mr. Irving, 
has printed a volume of pulpit exercises 
without any texts at all ? 

We were at a loss whether or not to 
term our author a full Calvinist, till we 
came to his criticisms on the doctrines 
generally of the Episcopal church. And 
even here we are not positively certain 
but he may plead that he is no true 
Calvinist, but a non-descript. We have 
done our best, however, to interpret 
him fairly. Naming “ the most import- 
ant of all subjects, the foundation of a 
sinner’s hope,” he is dissatisfied with 
the printed address of an Episcopal 
preacher who asserts the doctrines of 
“ the divinity of Christ, and salvation 
through the merits of his atonement,” 
to be “ fundamental ;” and thinks those 
who depart from them “to be in a 
great and most dangerous error ;” yet 
“ would shrink with horror from con- 
signing Jews, Arians, and Socinians, te 
indiscriminate perdition.” With such 
dactrine, we repeat, he is dissatisfied. 
He would have preferred it, we pre- 
sume, had it included somewhat of 
“ indiscriminate perdition;” that is, 
had it asserted that Christ died for a 
few only. More than this—-In the mat- 
ter of obtaining pardon, Mr. D. would 
equally retreat from the said address, 
and even from the doctrine contained 
in the Collect for Ash-Wednesday— 
strange to tell, he has printed that col- 
lect as a curiosity, “ drawn up” by the 
“ present bishop of New-York,” for the 
use of Sunday schools—he cannot sym- 
bolize with language whieh intimates 
that by “ worthily lamenting our sins, 
and acknowledging eur wretchedness, 
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we obtain, of the God of all mercy, per- 
fect remission and forgiveness.” We 
obtain mercy therefore, in his opinion, 
independently of this contrition and 
sorrow for sin; that is, we are pardoned 
while iz sin, and repent as a conse- 
quence of that pardon. Such a pardon 
comes of course of an irrespective Di- 
vine decree. This is true Calvinism. 
And Mr. D. holds Episcopalians cheap 
enough for the want of it,—those we 
mean of the Episcopal family with 
whom he is at feud. 

And now for those Episcopalians 
with whom he is not at feud. Gladly 
would we omit this part of our review ; 
but Mr. D. has left us no alternative. 

First. We would give these our bre- 
thren a friendly caution. Mr. D. took 
them for Calvinists, or something very 
like it; for we have seen what is his 
creed, and what his toleration for those 
who differ from him; and yet how lov- 
ingly he fraternizes with these choice 
Episcopalians! Calvinists then they 
are, or Calvinism they nearly approach, 
in the opinion of our author. We are 
happy however in being able to assure 
him he is mistaken. They profess to 
disclaim that system of doctrine; and 
they could no doubt put a sound con- 
struction on the sermons which, accord- 
ing to Mr. D.’s sagacity, were based 
upon Calvinism. Besides, they use the 
collect for Ash-W ednesday with as little 
reserve as does the bishop to whom Mr, 
D. ascribes its composition; and that 
prayer is entirely at variance with the 
doctrines in question.—W hile thus cor- 
recting our author, may we not suggest 
a hint to these our good brethren—to 
be more cautious in their religious 
friendships? Shew mea man’s com- 
pany, saith the proverb, and I will tell 
you what he is. 

Next. We must show our readers 
some of the peculiarities of these bre- 
thren which so charmed Mr. D. 


** The clergyman and the service were 
both equally distinguished by their adhe- 
rence to simplicity. The minister in a 
black gown went ut once into the pulpit, 
where he read prayers and delivered his 
sermon, without conforming to the usual 
but unmeaning ceremonial of changing his 
robes. When the sermon was finished, he 
offered up an extemporaneous prayer, of 
considerable length and great devotional 


fervour. To complete the external cha- 
racteristics of this congregation, they have 
no organ,* or instrumental music of any 
kind ; a choir is placed in front of the gal- 
lery which leads the singing, and the con- 
gregation pretty generally unite in it. 
These variations from customary form in 
Episcopalian worship, are favourable 
symptoms of the spirituality of the con- 
gregation and its pastor.” Vol. i. p. 242. 
A happy state of things doubtless! A 
most favoured congregation! We have 
known the surplice dispensed with 
when the parish felt too poor to buy 
one, or when, in the new countries, it 
was inexpedient to raise a question on 
matters indifferent. But to set it aside 
in a city, where every thing around is 
wealth and elegance, and where other 
Episcopal clergymen are using it— 
what can be the motive? doubtless that 
it is “ unfavourable to the spirituality 
of the congregation,” yes, and of the 
“pastor” too! Why then is it used by 
other pastors of the same stamp? can 
they so risk their spirituality? Mr. D. 
and they must solve the matter.—The 
“ organ” too a detriment to “ spiritu- 
ality,”—yes, * instrumental music of 
any kind”—our author is opposed to 
instruments in worship upon “ abstract 
principles”! What says Mr. D. then 
to the “ harps” in the worship of a 
better world? 

Thirdly. Our worthy author takes a 
particular fancy to this class of brethren 
on account of their holding certain extra 
services, of which we shall take his own 
description. 


** The ministrations of this worthy and 
zealous pastor are not confined to the Sab- 
bath. On Wednesday evening he has a 
meeting for prayer, in a large room near 
his church, at which a very considerable 
number attend.” At this meeting nearly 
all the formalities of Episcopalianism were 
excluded ; the prayer book Was not intro- 
duced, and excepting that the assembly 
kneeled during prayer, there was nothing 


JSrom which any one could have guessed at 


the denomination to which it belonged.”— 
**On conciuding the address he called by 
name on one of the members of his con- 
gvegation to pray.” Vol.i. p. 244. 


Again we are forced to exclaim—a 
happy state of things! If these good 





*“ * It is not without some degree of regret 
that I have learned that an orgau has been sub- 
sequently introduced. (1$22.)” 
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people would conceal “ the denomina- 
tion to which they belong,” why do 
they not abandon it? We have heard 
of a canon—it must be obsolete—which 
expressly orders that “ on all occasions 
of public worship,” the minister shali 
“‘ use the book ef common prayer,” and 
“ no other prayer shall be used than 
those prescribed by the said book.”— 
Such is the canon. Yet by Mr. D.’s 
pattern-episcopalians “ the prayer book 
was not even introduced”! Can any 
man of conscience elude so plain a re- 
gulation? Oh yes; it was not “ public 
worship;” it was a prayer-meeting, 
and held in a lecture-room. Now, ifa 
profligate lawyer were to confess to 
such a pastor some of his quibbles, with 
what face could he bid him repent? 
What better quibble can be devised to 
elude the canon mentioned, when ex- 
zemporary prayer is introduced into the 
pulpit of the church itself?—But we 
have not done with this case. One of 
the congregation is called on to pray 
at this meeting—a prayer meeting of 
an Episcopal church. Of the prayer 
meetings, however, of a Presbyterian 
church, Mr. D. informs us—* it was 
formerly customary for some of the pri- 
vate members to deliver an exhortation 
at these meetings, but by desire of the 
presbytery this has been discontinued.” 
‘The “ presbytery” have such influence 
with their denomination as to be at 
once respected and obeyed. But the 
episcopate,our good fathers the bishops, 
might “ desire,” and desire again tll 
doomsday, without the least effect on 
the lay-exhorters of a certain part of 
their denomination. But let us rejoice 
that these obstinate ones are but the few 
among us. ‘To those few we would re- 
spectfully put the question—now that 
Presbyterians have set the example of 
prudently silencing laymen—will you 
not do the same for their sake? for our 
sake we ask nothing. 

We might say more, under this head, 
of Mr. D.’s partialities to favourite 
Episcopal clergymen. But we should 
trespass on his rights. He gave his ad- 
miration as pleased himself; and far be 
it from the reverend body who think 
with us to court any share of it.--One 
thing however we must note. He heard 
Episcopal clergymen in New-York 
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* occasionally ;” but he does not, fault- 
hunter as he is, find one accusation 
against their preaching. To disparage 
their doctrine and their denomination, 
he is obliged to pervert printed docu- 
ments, as we noticed above, and make 
the popular hue and cry against Bible 
and Prayer Book societies. Wedonot 
notice the fact of his finding nothing 
blameable in our preachers in New- 
York with the least feeling of compla- 
cency, but only to shew that in his ef- 
forts to criminate them, this author is 
what we pronounced him to be—a de- 
termined partizan,—and that he is not 
above equivocal methods of sustaining 
his cause. Nay, we have hinted some- 
thing of dishonourable practices: we 
allude to his betraying of confidential ex- 
pressions. When a churchman, speak- 
ing of a particular clergyman, * shook 
his head, and said significantly, Ah, he 
is a black sheep,” was not confidence 
implied? the very language was but 
“ thinking aloud,” as “ talking with a 
Friend” is denominated ; ; it meant not 
half the real enmity or mischief that 
Mr. D. means in accusing a clergyman 
of his own persuasion of not preaching 
gospel truth. Every honourable man 
would regard such free expressions as 
not intended—for publication.—Was 
not the case also of the lay navy chap- 
lain meant as private information ? 
Our author is about as honourable in 
relating the religious affairs of the In- 
dian tribes. Forty pages are devoted 
to the subject when the case of the 
Tuscaroras is before him; and very 
rightly, for it was highly interesting. 
But of that of the Oneidas not a word 
is written. ‘They had, the winter be- 
fore Mr. D.’s tour, sent to the governor 
of this state a letter from the once Pa- 
gan party, announcing their conversion, 
and that the whole nation was now 
Christian. The nation had sent an ad- 
dress to the bishop of New-York, signed 
by thirteen chiefs, “ entreating him, as 
the head and father of the holy and 
apostolic church in this state, to take a 
special charge of them.” Bishop Ilo- 


bart had accordingly visited then, just 
before Mr. D.’s last journey to the west; 
and had confirmed 89, and administer- 
ed the communion, “ several hundred 
being assembled for worship.” 


Yet— 
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will the reader believe it!—this reli- 
gious traveller passes twice through 
their nation, stops neither time to be- 
come acquainted with a matter so re- 
cent and so interesting, and even men- 
tions seeing some Oneidas, and their 
huts, all without lisping a word that 
there was a Christian among them! 
without a word of their place of wor- 
ship, which was then by the road-side! 
The Oneida converts are far more 
numerous than those of the Tuscaro- 
ras, and they are a more important 
wibe. Yet not a word records the faith 
of the one nation, while forty pages flow 
on in rapture at the happy condition 
and prospects of the other. Reader, 
it is not for you or the reviewer to 
criminate motives. Facts however are 
within our cognizance. It isa fact that 
the missionary at the Tuscarora vil- 
lage is not an Episcopalian. It is as 
indubitable g fact, that the Oneidas be- 
Jong to that community, and acknow- 
ledge Bishop Hobart as their spirituai 
head and father. How signal an omis- 
sion in an author making religious re- 
searches! Can it be possible, however, 
that the fault is not Mr. D.’s? Can it be 
that the religious circles he mixed with 
left him uninformed of this conversion, 
—a conversion, more numerous per- 
haps than most of those among the hea- 
then, the tidings of which are rung and 
resounded in magazines from one ocean 
shore to the other? 

We have now adjusted accounts with 
Mr. Duncan ; at least to our satisfac- 
tion, though we could have found other 
charges against him. We have writ- 
ten with unfeigned sorrow and disgust. 
But will any reader of his book, any 
candid reader, alledge that we have 
written unprovoked? Let polemics 
have the proper vent, in open and 
manly controversy ; and we shall cast 
no stigma on the champion who meets 
us. But when controversy, polemics, 
and party virulence are disguised as a 
book of travels—craven and spiritless 
must they be who are not indignant at 
the pitiful artifice. Mr. D.’s book, we 
repeat, contains some information, and 
many peculiarly candid remarks on 
general subjects. Buton religious mat- 
ters his statements sometimes, and his 
colourings almost always, are indeco- 


Illustration of Mark xiii. 2; Luke xix. 41—44. 
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rous and unfair. It is only against this 
want of decorum, and this unfairness, 
that we have entered the lists. To- 
wards misrepresentations so wilful and 
gross, our motto is—and we deem it the 
motte of true charity, charity to those 
who are vilified —* war to the knife,” 
—bellum dum ferrum. 


MILES. 
—se 
Illustration of Mark xiii. 2; Luke 
xix. 41—44. 


Ir is a tantalizing circumstance, how-~ 
ever, for the traveller who wishes to re- 
cognize in his walks the site of parti- 
cular buildings, or the scenes of memo- 
rable events, that the greater part of 
the objects mentioned in the descrip- 
tion both of the inspired and Jewish 
historian, are entirely removed, and 
razed from their foundation, without 
leaving a single trace or name behind 
to point out where they stood. Not an 
ancient tower, or gate, ar wall, or hardly 
even astone remains. The foundations 
are not only broken up, but every frag- 
ment of which they were composed is 
swept away, and the spectator looks 
upon the bare rock with hardly a sprink- 
ling of earth to point out her gardens 
of pleasure, ar groves of idolatrous de- 
votion. And when we consider the pa- 
laces, and towers, and walls about Je- 
rusalem, and that the stones of which 
some of them were constructed were 
30 feet long, 15 feet broad, seven and 
a half feet thick, we are not more as- 
tonisied at the strength, and skill, and 
perseverance by which they were con- 
structed, than shocked by the relentless 
and brutal hostility by which they 
were shattered and overthrown, and 
utterly removed from our sight. A few 
gardens still remain on the sloping base 
of Mount Zion, watered from the pool 
of Siloam; the gardens of Gethsemane 
are still in a sort of ruined cultivation; 
the fences are broken down, and the 
olive trees decaying, as ifthe hand that 
dressed and ted them were withdrawn; 
the mount of Olives still retains a lan- 
guishing verdure, and nourishes a few 
of those trees from which it derives its 
name; but all round about Jerusalem 
the general aspect is blighted, and bar- 
ren: the grass is withered; the bare 
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tock looks through the scanty sward, 
and the grain itself, like the staring pro- 
geny of famine, seems in doubt whether 
to come to maturity, or die in the ear. 
The vine that was brought from Egypt 
is cut off from the midst of the land; 
the vineyards are wasted; the hedges 
are taken away; and the graves of the 
ancient dead are open and tenantless. 
How is the gold become dim; and every 
thing that was pleasant to the eye with- 
drawn. Jerusalem has heard the voice 
of David and Solomon, of prophets and 
apostles, and he who spake as never 
man spake, has taught in her syna- 
gogues and in her streets. Before her 
legislators, her poets, and her apostles, 
those of all other countries became 
dumb and cast down their crowns, as 
unworthy to stand in their presence. 
Once she was rich in every blessing; 
victorious ever all her enemies, and 
resting in peace; with every man sit- 
iing under his own vine, and under his 
own fig tree, with none to disturb, or 
make him afraid. Jerusalem was the 
brightest of all the cities of the east, and 
fortified above all other towns; so 
strong that the Roman conqueror there- 
of, and the master of the whole world 
besides, exclaimed, on entering the city 
of David, and looking up at the towers 
which the Jews had abandoned, “ Sure- 
ly, we have had God for our assistance 
in the war; for what could human 
hands or human machines do against 
these towers ?”—Richardson’s Travels 
along the Mediterranean, 1822. 





—EaEa=_—_——_ 
From the Gospel Advocate. 
Convention of Vermont. 


Tne annual convention of Vermont 
was held June 25, 1823, in the church 
at Middlebury. The bishop being ab- 
sent, the Rev. Abraham Bronson was 
elected president. The Rev. Joel Clap 
was elected secretary. Of the clergy 
there were present 5 presbyters and 1 
deacon, and of the laity 17 delegates, 
the representives of 15 parishes. There 
are 19 parishes in Vermont, the most 
of which are very small. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee for the ensu- 
ing year: Rev. Abraham Bronson, Rev. 
Carlton Chase, Rev. George Leonard, 
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Rev. Benj. B. Smith, and Rev. Joet 
Clap. 


The following canons were adopted 
by the convention. 


Canon]. Of the mode of trying Cler- 

gymen accused of misdemeanor. 

Whenever the standing committee 
shall have reason to suspect any cler- 
gyman of this church to be guilty of in- 
fidelity, heresy, vice, or irregularity of 
any kind, it shall be their duty to in- 
quire into the circumstances of the.case ; 
and if, upon such inquiry, they are con- 
vinced that there exists sufficient cause 
of complaint, they shall represent the 
same to the bishop, at thesame timestat- 
ing specifically whereof the party is ac- 
cused; whereupon, by order of the bi- 
shop, a council of pres byters, consisting 
of not less than three, shall be convened, 
who, under the direction of the bishop, 
shall proceed in due time to try the party 
accused; a copy of the accusation or 
accusations, and twenty days notice of 
the time and place of trial, being first 
communicated to such party. And 
furthermore, it shall be the duty of the 
standing committee, at such trial, to lay 
before the bishop and his presbyters, 
such evidence as they may be able to 
obtain relative to the case under inves- 
tigation. 


C non Il. Of the forming and organ- 


izing of churches. 


Whenever any number of persons in 
this state shall form themselves into a 
regular society, of the Protestant Epis- 
copal faith, in such a manner, as that 
they will become a body corporate ac- 
cording to law, and their proceedings 
shall be sanctioned by the bishop of the 
diocese, and standing committee of this 
state; or, in case of a vacancy ih the 
episcopal office, by the state convention, 
or its standing committee, they shall be 
admitted to all the rights and privileges 
of a regular church, subject at all times 
to the authority and discipline of said 
bishop, or, in case of a vacancy in the 
episcepal office, of said convention, or 
its standing committee. 


The agents and attorneys of the In- 
corporated Society established in Lon- 
don for the Propagation of the Gospet 
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in Foreign Parts, having been requested 
to lay before the convention informa- 
tion relative to the lands owned by the 
said society, made the following report. 
We give this document entire, as we 
trust our readers will be much inter- 
ested in its contents. 

“ To the convention of the Episeo- 
pal Church of the state of Vermont, now 
convened at Middlebury, the undersign- 
ed, agents and attorneys of the Incor- 
porated Society established at London 
tor the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, for recovering the pos- 
session of their lands in the state of 
Vermont, and appropriating the avails 
thereof for the suppert of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in said state, in 
compliance with the request contained 
in your resolution of the 24th inst. 
eheertully give to the convention the 
following information relating to said 
Jands. 

“By the charters of most of the 
townships in the state issued by the 
governor of New-Hampshire, one right 
in cach township was granted to the In- 
corporated Society establishea at Lon- 
don for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts. Soon after the issu- 
ing of the charters, and before the towns 
were generally settled, the revolution 
intervened, by which the territory be- 
came independent of Great Britain. 
Soon after the treaty of peace, to wit, 
on the 20th May, the society knowing 
they were vested with property in the 
late American colonies, and that their 
title thereto was secured to them by the 
treaty of 1783, passed the following re- 
solution: ‘ Resolved, That the secre- 
tary do write to some one or more 
members of the Church of England in 
each of the states of America, in which 
the society has any property, to take 
all proper care in securing said proper- 
ty, and further to inform such persons, 
that it is the intention of the society to 
make over all such property to the use 
of the Episcopal Church in that coun- 
try, in whatever manner or form, after 
communication with the several govern- 
ments, as shall appear most effectual 
for that purpose.” A copy of the fore- 
going resolution having been transmit- 
ted to the principal Episcopalians in 
the United States, measures were im- 


mediately taken by the church in the 
state of New Hampshire, to procure the 
lands belonging to the society in that 
state, consisting of a right in most of 
the towns, granted in the same forms 
as were the townships in the state. 
And they soon after procured from the 
society a conveyance to Messrs. Adams 
and Sheaf, or rather procured a power 
of attorney to them, authorizing them 
to recover possession of the Jands in the 
name of the Society, and to appropri- 
ate the rents and profits to the support 
of the church in that state. Suits were 
afterwards commenced by said agents, 
to recover possession of the lands, in 
the state courts, and in the court of the 
United States, and recoveries had in 
both. It does not appear by the jour- 
nals of the convention in this state, that 
any thing was done by the church tu- 
wards procuring the lands from the so- 
ciety, until the month of September, 
1794, when the convention appointed 
a committee to make application to the 
society for the lands, consisting of the 
Rev. Bethuel Chittenden, the Rev. Da- 
niel Barber, the Rev. J. C. Ogden, 
Messrs. Eleazer Baldwin, Truman 
Squire, Matthew Lyon, and Ebenezer 
Marvin. It appears that this committee 
made application for the lands to the 
society through their agent, Col. John 
A. Graham, but were unsuccessful. 

“ [t does not appear that any further 
step was taken by the church, to obtain 
said lands, until the meeting of the con- 
vention at Arlington, inthe year 1805, 
when the convention directed thei: 
standing committee to take further steps 
to obtain the Society lands in Vermont ; 
and appointed on said committee the 
Rev. Bethuel Chittenden, the Rev. 
Abraham Bronson, Daniel Chipman, 
Truman Squire, Martin Roberts, and 
Anson J. Sperry, Esqrs. This com- 
mittee also made application to the so- 
ciety for their lands in this state, but 
failed in their application, as appears 
by a letter from the secretary of the so- 
ciety to Bishop Moore, through whom 
the application was made, bearing date 
Nov. 30, 1808. The reason why this 
application was unsuccessful, is per- 
fectly obvious from the following ex- 
tract from said letter. ‘ There have 
been indeed a variety of applications 
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from the state of Vermont, so different 
in their object and design, that the so- 
ciety could not comply with any of 
them, desirous as they are to extend 
the cause of religion to the utmost of 
their power.’ No further steps were 
taken to obtain the lands, until the year 
1811, when the Rev. Abraham Bron- 
son, and Anson J. Sperry, esq. dele- 
gates from this state to the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the United States, holden 
at New-Haven, in Connecticut, in the 
month of May, obtained a resolution of 
the convention, directing Bishop White, 
the presiding bishop of the house of bi- 
shops, to write to the society in Lon- 
don, in behalf of the convention, and 
inform them, that the church in Ver- 
mont was regularly organized, and un- 
der the care of the bishop of the east- 
ern diocese, and that a board of trustees 
of donations to the church had been 
incorporated in Massachusetts, and that 
it was the opinion of the convention that 
their lands in Vermont might be safely 
conveyed to such agents and attorneys, 
as might be recommended by said board 
of trustees, and approved of by the con- 
vention of Vermont. In pursuance of 
the above resolution, such letter was 
written by Bishop White, and on the 
recommendation of the leading church 
people in Vermont, the said trustees in 
Boston, on the 5th day of June, 1815, 
recommended the present agents, and 
this recommendation was approved of 
by the convention of this state, holden at 
Arlington, on the 28th day of the same 
June. The agents thus appointed, by 
order of the convention, immediately 
transmitted all the papers and docu- 
ments relating to the application to the 
society for the lands, to the Hon. and 
Rev. Charles Stewart, who then resid- 
ed in the province of Canada, and was 
about to visit London. This extraor- 
dinary man was one of the Scottish no- 
bility, who had taken orders in the 
church, and whose piety arith zeal in 
promoting her interest, had prompted 
him to cross the ocean, and to place 


himself in that part of the province of 


Lower Canada which borders on this 

state, and there spend his time and his 

income in forming churches, and in vi- 

siting the families in that new settled 
Vor. VITEL. 


Convention of Vermont. 89 


country, and giving them moral and re- 
ligious instruction. The influence of 
such a man, the agents were sure would 
remove that jealousy and suspicion, 
which the society had imbibed, in rela- 
tion to the church in Vermont. In this 
they were not disappointed. A power 
of attorney was executed by the society, 
bearing date the 5th day of December, 
1816, authorizing the agents and attor- 
neys ‘to sue for and recover possession 
of said lands, and for and in the name 
of said society, to lease them or any 
part of them, to such person or persons, 
and for such term or number of years, 
and at and under such yearly and other 
rent, as they, cr a majority of them, 
should think fit and proper, and also to 
sue for, recover, and reteive all rents, 
incomes, and profits which then were 
or should become due and owing to said 
society,’ 

“ The power given to the agents to 
appropriate the rents and profits is as 
follows, to wit. ‘ There shall be ap- 
propriated such parts and shares of such 
incomes and profits as the agents and 
attorneys shall judge just and proper 
to the use and benefit of such person 
as may be elected and canonically con- 
secrated to the office of bishop over the 
said state of Vermont, and to the use 
and benefit of his successors in the office 
of bishop in said state, and the remain- 
ing incomes and profits of said lands to 
be appropriated to the use and support 
of a clergyman and his successors of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in each 
of said townships, when a church shall 
be formed therein, and the worship of 
God performed according to the liturgy 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. And 
in such towns where no church shall be 
established as aforesaid, the remaining 
income, rents, and profits to the support 
of clergymen, building of churches, 
defraying the expense of suits for 
the recovery of said lands, and the in- 
comes and profits thereof, and for such 
other uses and purposes as the said 
agents and attorneys shall judge will 
best condace to the welfare of the 
church in said state of Vermont, and to 
do all other acts and things concerning 
the premises, as fully, in every re- 
spect, as the said society can or could 
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do. And one or more attorneys under 
them for the purposes aforesaid, to 
make, and again at their pleasure re- 
voke.’ 

“ After the receipt of the foregoing 
power of attorney, the agents waited 
until well advised respecting the title 
of the society, before they commenced 
any suit for the recovery of the lands. 
When satisfied that the fee of the land 
was in the society, and that they must 
recover possession of them in a court 
of law, the agents caused an action of 
ejectment to be commenced before 
the circuit of the United States, 
against the town of New-Haven, and 
William Wheeler, their tenant on a lot 
laid to the society right in that town. 
The object of the agents in commencing 
the suit against the town of New-Ha- 
ven, in preference to any other town, 
was, that they were sure the suit would 
be defended to the utmost, and carried 
to the supreme court of the United 
States for a final decision, that all fur- 
ther litigation might be prevented. In 
this they were not disappointed. The 
town of New-llaven employed counsel 
to defend the suit, and, while pending 
in the circuit court, made application to 
the legislature, who appointed an agent 
to defend the suit, and made a liberal 
appropriation of money to defray the 
expense. The counsel for the society, 
and the counsel employed by the state 
on the part of the defendants, united in 
taking such a course with the suit, that 
a final decision might be had therein by 
the supreme court of the United States, 
which should satisfy all parties in rela- 
tion to the title of the society to these 
lands, and thus prevent further litiga- 
tion. With this view it was agreed 
that a special verdict should be drawn 
up, embracing all the material facts; 
and it was further agreed, that if, on 
the argument of the case before the su- 
preme court, it should appear that any 
material facts on either side had been 
omitted, they should be added to the spe- 
cial verdict. Mr. Hopkinson of Philadel- 
phia, argued the cause for the society and 
Mr. Webster of Boston, for the defend- 
ants, and both were satisfied that the spe- 
cial verdict embraced all the material 
facts in the case. The cause was argued 
in the winter of 1822, and taken under 


consideration by the court until the last 
term of the supreme courf, when judg- 
ment was rendered for the plaintiffs by 
six judges, one judge dissenting. 

“ The agents are therefore confident 
that all further litigation would be use- 
less, and that it will not be necessary 
to resort to any further action of eject- 
ment. 

“On the 30th of April last, the 
agents met at Middlebury, to take mea- 
sures for leasing the lands, and although 
satisfied that they could recover all the 
prior rents which had been paid to the 
towns, yet under all the circumstances 
it was unanimously agreed to lease them 
to the present tenants, without requir- 
ing the payment of the rents which had 
become payable before the decision ot 
the supreme court was made known. 
That the buildings and _betterments 
made on the lands by the tenant should 
be considered as his, and the land be 
leased to him at a rent proportioned to 
the value of the land, without reference 
to the buildings and betterments made 
by him; but this on condition that the 
tenant surrender his lease from the town, 
so as to cut off all claim of his against 
the town. 

“* Agents were also appointed in the 
different counties authorized to execute 
leases in the name of the society, and 
it is confidently believed that leases 
will be taken of the lands, and no fur- 
ther sum expended in hopeless litiga- 
tion. 

* In relation to the probable income 
of the lands, the agents cannot at pre- 
sent give any satisfactory information. 
We believe that the annual income will 
amount to four thousand, and that it 
will not exceed five thousand dollars. 


ABRAHAM Bronson, 
Danie. Curpman, 
Anson J. Sperry. 


* Middlebury, June 26, 1828. 


* Note.—It is necessary to remark 
that the only remaining agent, the 
Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, 
was unable to attend the state conven- 
tion, and that his signature is, therefore, 
necessarily wanting.” 


(To be continued, + 
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For the Christian Journal. 


<Votice,in English publications, of the Ame- 
rican Episcopal Church, and particularly 
of the General Theolozical Seminary. 


WE were truly gratified, on the receipt 
of the British Critic for November, and 
the Christian Remembrancer for Decem- 
ber, last, to find in these respectable Eng- 


lish journals, a very favourable notice of 


our Church, and its Theological Seminary. 
We proceed to lay before our readers the 
most interesting extracts. The article on 
this subject in the British Critic, is a re- 
view, occupying thirty pages, of Bishop 
Hobart’s address at the opening of the 
Theological Seminary, 1822 ;* the consti- 
tution, act of incorporation, and statutes, 
of the General Theological Seminary; the 
pastoral letter of the house of bishops, 
1823; and the journal of the last General 
Convention. 


The review opens with the following re- 
marks :— 

*‘ We are inclined to believe, from the 
sources of information to which we have 
had access, that the state of religion in 
the United States of America, is not so 
unpromising as has been sometimes sup- 
posed. The old settled parts of the 
Union, and particularly the eastern and 
middle states, are in general well furnish- 
ed with places of worship, in which ser- 
vice is regularly performed by the minis- 
ters of the various religious denominations 
to which they belong. In some places the 
congregations possess property; but in 
general the clergy are supported by the 
rents of pews, and the subscriptions of 
the people. The new settlements, which 
comprise a considerable portion of the 
country, are not so well furnished with 
the means of public worship and religious 
instruction. Missionary societies are, 
however, organized, who send out mis- 
sionaries to these destitute settlements ; 
and the people, where they have neither 
4a minister nor a place of worship, meet 
on Sundays in school-houses, and some ap- 
proved person among them offers social 
prayer, and reads a sermon. These per- 
sons are styled in the Episcopal church, 
Lay-Readers, who, when there is no mi- 
nister, read such parts of the liturgy as 
are not strictly appropriated to the cleri- 
cal office. 

“The Protestant Episcopalians in the 
United States are not near so numerous as 
the Congregationalists or Independents, 
who constitute the great bulk of the popu- 
lation of the eastern states, and the Pres- 





* The reviewers have annexed to the article 
this note— The following vear, an address 
was delivered by the Rev. De. Turner, the 
Professor of Biblical Learning, of which, we re- 
gret to say, we have not a copy.” 
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byterians,the Baptists, and the Methodists. 
The original settlers of New-England, 
which has been the hive that has peopled, 
in a great measure, the new regions of the 
western world, were Puritans. The Epis- 
copal Church commenced in the then co- 
lony of Connecticut, only about the middle 
of the last century, and since has been 
fradually extending itself, and is now 
very respectable in that state. The close 
of the war, however, which led to Ameri- 
can Independence, found the Episcopal 
Church in the United States deprived al- 
most entirely of its clergy; who being 
loyalists, had generally left the country. 
It had to contend with various other dif- 
ficulties of the most serious description. 
From this state of depression it is emerg- 
ing, and the increase of its members is 
greater in some places than could reason- 
ably be expected. It is, we believe, most 
numerous and influential, in the state of 
Wew-York; one fourth of the whole num- 
her of clergy in the United States being 
in that diocese, and the number having 
doubled within twelve or fifteen years. 
We are pleased to find, that besides the 
diocesan missionary societies, a General 
Missionary Society is organized, the espe- 
cial object of which is to provide for the 
wants of the newly-settled districts in the 
United States. 

**It is with no little pride and gratifica- 
tion that we thus perceive the Protestsnt 
Episcopal Church in that country, achurch 
which gratefully acknowledges, in the pre- 
face to her Liturgy, that she is ‘ indebted 
to the Church of England for her first 
foundation, and for a long continuance of 
nursing care and protection,’ and from 
whom she has not essentially departed, 
further than local circumstances required ; 
rising in importance and respectability, 
both as to the number and to the prin- 
ciples and character of her clergy and 
members, The journal of the proceedings 
of a convention of her bishops, clergy, and 
laity, and several documents relative to 
the General Theological Seminary for the 
Education of Candidates for Orders, which 
she has established, and which now lie 
before us, afford striking evidence of this 
fact. 

** At the close of what is called in Ame- 
rica, ‘the war of independence,’ the Epis- 
copal Church, as has been observed, was 
almostextinct. The numbers of the clergy 
are now as follows :—Eastern Diocese, con- 
sisting of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode-Island, and Vermont—One bishop, 
forty clergymen. Connecticut—One bishop, 
forty-six clergymen. WVew-York—One bi- 
shop, ninety-two clergymen. New. Jersey 
—One bishop, thirteen clergymen. Penn- 
sylvania—One bishop, thirty-six clergy- 
men, Maryland—One bishop, forty four 
clergymen. Delaware—Three clergyman. 
Virzinia—One bishop, thirty-three clergy- 
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men. WVorth-Carolina—One bishop, eight 
clergymen. South-Carolina—One bishop, 
twenty-seven clergymen. Ohio—Cne bi- 
shop, seven clergymen. Georgic—Four 
clergymen. ‘Total—363. 

“In each state or diocese there is a con- 
vention meeting annually, consisting of a 
bishop, of the clergy, and of lay delegates 
from the congregations. In this conven- 
tion the bishop presides, and delivers an- 
nually an address on the state of the 
Church. A charge is a distinct act, and 
is considered us particularly directed to 
the clergy on their duties, or on some im- 
portant points of doctrine. These dioce- 
san conventions, acting under the autho- 
rity of the bishops, make such regulations 
as local circumstances require. 

* But the Church at large is governed 
by a Generat Convention, meeting trienni- 
ally, consisting of the bishops, who sit 
and vote as one house; and the clerical 
and lay deputies from the diocesan con- 
ventions, who meet and vote as another. 
A concurrent vote is necessary to every 


act of the convention; and in the house of 


clerical and lay deputies, wheneyer de- 
manded by the clerical or lay representa- 
tion from any state, the clergy and laity 
vote separately, and a concurrent vote is 
necessary to constitute a vote of that 
house. ‘Fhus the bishops, the clergy, and 
the laity of the Church, have a negutive 
on one another, agreeably to the principle 
on which Hooxen defends the constitution 
of the Church of England, in uniting the 
king and parliament in ecclesiastical le- 
gislation with the bishops and clergy in 
convocation. 

“ This General Convention met in May 
last; and we observe in their journals, a 
Keport on the State of the Church, from 
which we make the following extracts.” 


Then follow copious extracts from the 
above-mentioned report. After which, the 
reviewers proceed .—~ 


“‘Tt appears from the journals of the 
Convention, that very great interest is ex- 
cited in favour of the General Theological 
Seminary. For many years there was a 
diversity of opinion on this subject. 

“ It was at first, we believe, placed in 
New-York, and afterwards removed to 
New-Haven, with an eapress understand- 
ing, and with the express permission of the 
bishops, that a Diocesan Seminary was to 
be established in New-York; a measure 
which, under the circumstances which 
then existed, was advocated by. the bishop 
of that diocese. Happily, however, as we 
conceive, for the dignity and unity of the 
Church, and for the successful prosecu- 
tion of theological education, events oc- 
eurred which indicated a probability that 
a junction of the seminaries could be ef- 
fected on principles which would remove 
objections that herctofore existed to the 


General Seminary, and which would unite 
the whole Church in its support. Bishep 
Hobart, of New-York, in an address to 
the convention of his diocese, stated this 
probability, and advised the measure of 
uniting the two institutions. This was 
eflected with great unanimity, in a gene- 
ral convention of the bishops, the clergy, 
and the laity, in November, 1821. The 
following constitution for the scminary, 
which was removed from New-Haven to 
New-York, was adopted.” 


Then follow the Constitution of the Se 
minary, a notice of Bishop Hgbart’s ad- 
dress, and of the reports of the professors 
in July, 1822, and May, 1825, and large 
extracts from: each. Then quoting, at 


large, the fifth section of chspter vil. ot 


the Statutes, which enforces on the stu- 
dents the duty and means of assiduously 
cultivating * evangelical faith, and a 
sound practical piety,” the reviewers ob 
serve :— 

“ We are happy to find, from the above 
extract, that provision is made for the 
important union of study and devotion, 
for cherishing not merely the ardour of 
the theological student, but the humble 
and fervent piety of the candidate for 
that ministry, which devotes all human 
talents, and faculties, and attainments, to 
‘ serve God, for the promoting of his 
glory and the salvation of the souls of 
men, 

*‘ It certaialy would be cause of great 
surprise and regret, if an institution which 
is thus organized, and which, if it conti- 
nues as it has commenced, will furnis!: 
the Episcopal Church with a clergy infe- 
rior to those of no other church, in all the 
qualifivations which will render them apt 
to teach, and meet for the ministry, should 
not excite the solicitous hopes, and en- 
guge the active exertions of the bishops 
and the clergy, and the laity of that 
Church. That it does thus excite and 
occupy their hopes and exertions, is evi- 
dent irom the following extracts from a 


report of a committee to the House of 


Clerical and Lay Deputies ef the General 
Convention, and from the resolutions 
passed by the House of Bishops.” 


The above-mentioned extracts and re- 
solutions are then subjoined; also the 
resolution of the standing committee of 
the Trustees of the Generai Seminary, 
published among the documents from 
England, which appeared in our January 
number; aml an extract from the Jast 
Pastoral Letter of the bishops. The fol- 
lowing remarks are then added :— 

“ The General Theological Seminary, 
providing as it does for the more minute 
ditfusion of its benefits, by the institution 
of branch schools under its control, where- 
ver and whenever the wisdom of the Ge- 
neral Convention and the Board of Trus- 
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tees may deem the measure expedient, 
ought to receive the undivided and zealous 
support of the whole American Church. 


Short-sighted and highly injurious, we 


conceive, will be that policy, which, 
swayed by local circumstances, would 
dictate, or sanction, or aid a contrary 
course, Under the deep impression of 
this sentiment, we confess we have heard 
with inexpressible regret, that a plan for 
a theological seminary in the diocese of 
Ohio, independent of the general autho- 
rity of the Church, has been formed; and 
that a person high in office in the Church 
in that diocese, is at this moment in this 
country, soliciting contributions for that 
and other diocesan purposes; that he is 
circulating a pamphlet, containing matter 
which delicacy and dignity require should 
never have been published in his own 
country, and least of all here; that this 
pamphlet, professing a candid exhibition 
of the whole case, keeps back some do- 
cuments more important than any inserted 
i it; and that the pretext for this is, a 
state of suffering in that diocese, very 
highly coloured, but, as far as it is cor- 
rect, common to that with many other 
parts of the United States, as well as of 
Britesh America, and for which relief 
should be sought in the institutions which 
his own Church has provided, and on the 
wisdom of its councils. And we have 
heard that all this is done in opposition to 
the almost unanimous remonstrances of 
the bishops, and the general sentiment of 
the clergy and laity. We say we have 
heard all this: but we trust and we pray 
that it is not so. For if thus early in the 
American Episcopal Church, an example 
is to be recorded of a disregard of consi- 
derations deeply involving her dignity, 
order, unity, and peace, we own that our 
sanguine anticipations of her future ele- 
vated standing, will be somewhat dimi- 
nished.” 


The extract from Bishop White’s se- 
cond letter to Bishop Chase, also pub- 
lished in the above-mentioned documents, 
is then introduced; and the article closes 
as follows :— 

“ The following document relates to 
another object of the mission here re- 
ferred to :— 

‘ Ata meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant EpiscopalChurch 
in the United States of America, held at 
the residence of the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, in the city of Philadelphia, an the 
Ist day of October, A.D. 1825: 

‘ It was stated to the board, that there 
has been announced the design of making 
an application in England, for the raising 
of money to be applied to missionary pur- 
poses in the United States. 

‘ Whereupon, resolved, as the opinion 
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of this board, that every expedient for the 
said object may have an unfavourable ef- 
fect on the prospects of the Society which 
we represent; that it may excite other 
applications to the same source : and that 
the effect of such measures will probably 
be, the lessening of the respectability of 
ourChurch in the estimation of our vener- 
able mother the Church of England, and, 
as we believe, will have that effect with 
our fellow-citizens of the American Union. 

* The opinien now expressed, is not de- 
signed to discountenance the thankful ae- 
ceptance of any pecuniary contributions 
which may be presented from a foreign 
country, either generally to the Society 
which we represent, or for the missionary 
exertions of any particular state.’ 

“ Knowing the interest which is taken 
by many of our readers in the concerns of 
the American Episcopal Church, and their 
desire for information on the topics which 
this article explains, we trust no apology 
is necessary for having devoted to it so 
many of our pages.” 


The article in the Christian Remem- 
brancer commences as follows :— 


‘*In the absence of subjects more strictly 
political, we feel peculiar pleasure in be- 
ing able to present our readers with the 
following interesting extracts from an 
American journal.” 


Then follow many of the particulars re- 
lative to Bishop Hobart’s departure from 
this country, as given in our number for 
October last; and this editorial para- 
graph :— 

‘* Bishop Hobart is since arrived, and is 
at present in this country; and we may 
be permitted to add, that every testimony 
of esteem and regard offered to him by 
his own countrymen, has been abundantl 
confirmed by a personal knowledge of his 
character. His presence in this country 
at this moment is peculiarly seasonable, 
as it affords an opportunity to the mem- 
bers of our own Church, of acquainting 
themselves more fully and intimately with 
the constitution of that in the United 
States of America, and of the feelings and 
habits of her clergy; and to the bishop 
himself, of setting in their true light cer- 
tain exertions which are at present making 
in this country, for procuring assistance 
towards establishing local and district se- 
minaries in two of the American dioceses 
—exertions at once inexpedient, as it 
would appear, in themselves, and unau- 
thorized by the American Church as a 
body.” 


The remainder of the article consists of 
extracts from the documents published by 
us in January, and the subsequently re- 
ceived resolution of the Directors of the 
General Missionary Society, published 
above. 
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y4 Bishop Low on the American Church. [No. 8. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Messus. PUBLISHERS, 


I was one of the many readers of your 
January number, who perused, with feel- 
ings of astonishment and regret, the “ Ad- 
dress and statement in behalf of the Epis- 
copal College in Connecticut,” which had 
been published and circulated in England. 
It is therein stated, that “ the Episcopal 
Church in the United States looks, with 
filial solicitude, to her parent Church in 
Great-Britain” for “ aid” in promoting 
** the prosperity of the Church in this 
country.” As a member of the Church 
thus presented before the British public, 
as a. suppliant for their bounty, I have 
asked myself, What evidence is there that 
she has any concern in this business? A 
college in a single diocese, has indeed 
undertaken to solicit this bounty; but 
surely that is hot “‘ the Episcopal Church 
in the United States.” Have not, then, 
the members of that Church a right to 
ask the trustees of this college, by what 
authority they used their Church’s name ? 
From a recent publication, there is ground 
for the belief that by far the greater num- 
ber of our bishops decidedly disapprove 
of any application to foreign sources for 
the support of our institutions; and ap- 
pearances certainly justify the idea, that 
the clergy and laity of our church gene- 
rally unite with them in this opinion. 
What evidence to the contrary had the 
trustees, when they undertook to pledge 
“‘ the Episcopal Church in the United 
States ?” 

But this is by no means the principa! 
source of surprise and regret contained in 
the address above noticed. I copy from 
it the following paragraph, rendered the 
more conspicuous by having been printed 
in italics—“ The best friend: which Great- 
Britain has in America, will be found among 
the members of the Episcapal Church.” Now 
this, I know, has been a very favourite 
sentiment with the enemies of our Church, 
and used much to her disadvantage. Her 
friends, however, I had thought, had, ever 
since the revolution, endeavoured to res- 
cue her from the imputation of infusing 
any foreign partialities into her members, 
or being at all connected with any civil 
prepossessions in favour of the country to 
which she formerly belonged. IT refer with 
confidence to the observation of your read- 
ers, i all parts of the country, whether 
many of the best friends of our Church 
have not been found among those whose 
political sentiments are by no means cal- 
culated to foster partiality for Great-Bri- 
tain. I would respecttully ask the trus- 
tees of Washington Coilege themselves, 
whether this has not been, of late years, 
peculiarly the case in Connecticut. I 
would ask them, too, whether they could 
have thought that the expected British 


bounty would prove a sufficient object for 
risking the displeasure of so many excel. 
lent friends at home, and encouraging the 
injurious representations of our enemies. 


The following extract from Bishop Ho- 
bart’s sermon at the opening of the Gene- 
ral Convention of 1814, I am sure, contains 
sentiments much more in unison with the 
views and feelings of the members of our 
Church generally :— 


“Nor is the Church of England con- 
templated in connexion with the character 
or conduct of the government or nation 
where she is established; concerning 
which, wise and good men, and within 
the knowledge of him who addresses you, 
correct and exemplary churchmen, enter- 
tain very different opinions; and your 
preacher would ceprecate as unsound in 
principle, and most impolitic in its re- 
sults, any connexion of our Church, as a 
religious communion, with the principles 
and views of political parties.” 


A Member of the “ Episcopal €hurc/. 
in the United States.” 


=== 
—= 


Extract from a Charge to his Cleréy, by 
‘ the Right Rev. David Low, LL. D. 
Bishop of Ross and Argyle, Scotland. 


‘© Tus present condition of the Episco- 
pal Church in that country” (America, ) 
** affords a triumphant answer to a thou- 
sand illiberal cavils, which have been 
urged by ignorance, prejudice, and bi- 
gotry. The liberty, independence, and 
national honour of the United States, are 
as safe in the hands of Episcopalians at 
least, as in those of any other class of re- 
ligionists in that growing country; and 
the descendants of many a moody Cove- 
nanter, and of many a narrow-minded Pu- 
ritan, are now the willing and well prin- 
cipled adherents of that communion which 
their intemperate and prejudiced forefa- 
thers abhorred, because they did not know, 
and would not learn, its sober principles 
and beneficent practice. 


‘IT have made this reference, in order 
to show that Episcopacy, which we consi- 
der of apostolical, and, therefore, of Di- 
vine institution and authority, is not ne- 
cessarily confined to any country, nor ne- 
cessarily incompatible with any form of 
government. It may subsist in dignified 
alliance with the state, as in England; 
under humbler attributes, but still estab- 
lished, ss in Sweden and Denmark; ona 
footing of general equality with all other 
Christian communions, as in America; 
and in a state of persecution at one period, 
and of simple toleration, mixed with con- 
siderable neglect and enmity, at another, 
as in Scotland.” 
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March, 1824.] 


New Episcopal Churches in New-York. 

It gives us pleasure to record the re- 
cent organization of two new Episcopal 
churches, that of St. Mary’s, at Manhattan- 
ville, and that of St. Thomas, in the upper 
part of Broadway. The following gentle- 
men compose the vestry of St. Mary’s: 
Valentine Nutter and Jacob Schieffelin, 
wardens; and Stephen Richard, John W. 
Schmidt, David C. Colden, Wm. Crawford, 
Richard L. Schieffelin, Robert Oughton, 
James Jenkinson, and John Eldred, vestry- 
men. The corporation of St. Thomas’s is 
composed of Isaac Lawrence and Thomas 
M. Huntington, wardens; and John Duer, 

Richard Oakley, Wrlliam Beach Lawrence, 

Charles King, Murray Hoffman, William 
B. Astor, John James Lambert, and David 
Hadden, vestrymen.—It is understood that 
arrangements are making for the erection 
of both buildings, as soon as the season will 
permit. We are gratified to find that the 
vestry of St. Thomas’s intend locating that 
church in the vicinity of Broome-street, 
and that the edifice will be built ina style 
of architecture which will reflect credit 
upon the zeal and enterprize of the gentle- 
men concerned in the undertaking, and be 
ornamental to that improving and beauti- 
ful part of our city. It becomes the duty 
of persons interested in property in that 
vicinity, to aid in a plan by which it will 
be materially benefited, besides adding 
another to the many beautiful edifices of 
which our city so justly boasts. Reference 
for information, as to the plan, &c. may be 
made to either of the gentlemen of the 
vestry.— here are now seventeen Episco- 
pal churches in this city.— Evening Post. 

At a meeting of the wardens and vestry 
of St. Thomas’s church, held on Tuesday 
the 17th Feb. 1824, the Rev. Cornelius R. 
Duffie was unanimously chosen rector. 

Ordinations and Consecration. 

Ata special ordination held at Wambia 
church, South-Carolina, on Wednesday the 
28th of January, 1824, the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Bowen admitted to the holy order of 
priests the Rev. William Mitchell. The 
Rev. Maurice H Lance, and the Rev.Allston 
Gibbes, were present, and assisted in the 
ceremoiies. 

On Friday the 30th of January, 1824, a 
new church in Washington, North-Carolina, 
was consecrated to the service of Almighty 
God by the Right Rev.John 5. Ravenscroft, 
bishop of the diocese ; the Rev. Kichard S. 
Mason, of Newbern, and the Rev.William 
M. Green, of Warrenton, being present, 
and assisting in the ceremonies. It was 
consecrated by the name of St. Peter’s.— 
During the visit of the bishop at this place, 
37 persons were baptized, and 78 received 
the rite of confirmation. 

On Sunday the 8th of February, 1824, at 
St. James’s church, Philadelphia, Christian 
F: Cruse, late pastor of the Evangelical 
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German Lutheran church, was admitted to 
the holy order of deacon, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop White. The Rev. Jackson Kemper, 
the Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, the Rev. Wm. 
H. De Lancey, and the Rev. Robert Piggots 
were present on the occasion. 
Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The list of clergy in ‘ Swords’s Pocket 
Almanack, Christian’s Calendar, and Ec- 
clesiastical Register, for the year 1824,’ 
contains the following numbers :— Maine 
2; New-Hampshire 4; Massachusetts 22; 
Vermont 7; Rhode-Island 7 ; Connecticut 
46; New-York 96; New-Jersey 13; Penn- 
sylvania 38; Delaware 3; Maryland 48; 
Virginia 34; North-Carolina 9 ; South-Ca- 
rolina 33; Georgia 4; Ohio 7; Kentucky 
2; Louisianal; Mississippi 2; Indiana 1. 
Total 379; of whom ten are bishops. 

On the Cutting of Sieel by soft Iron. From 
Silliman’s Journal of Science and Arts. 
Extract of a letter to the editor, from the 

Rev. Herman Dagget, Principal of the 

Foreign Miss.School at Cornwall,Conn. 
Dear Sir, Cornwall, Feb. 3, 1823. 

1 take the liberty to communicate to you 
a fact which has lately come to my know- 
ledge, and which, I judge, may be of con- 
siderable use in mechanics, and perhaps 
in philosophy. It may not however be new 
to you.—Mr. Barnes, a cabinet-maker of 
this place, had occasion to repair a cross- 
cut saw (a saw to be uscd by two persons) 
of a very hard plate, which would require 
considerable labour in the usual way of 
filing. He recollected having heard that 
the Shakers sometimes made use of what 
he called a buz to cut iron. He therefore 
mzde a circular plate of sheet iron, a piece 
of stove-pipe, fixed an axis to it, and put 
it in his lathe, which gave it a very power- 
ful rotatory motion. While in motion, he 
applied to ita common file, to make it per- 
fectly round and smooth; but the file was 
cut in two by it, while it received itself no 
impression. He then applied a piece of 
rock crystal, which had the desired effect. 
Ile then brought under it the saw plate, 
which in a few minutes was neatly and 
completely cut through longitudinally. — 
When he stopped the buz, he found it had 
received no wear from the operation, and 
that he could immediately apply his fingers 
without perceiving much sensible heat.— 
During the operation there appeared a band 
of intense fire round the buz, continually 
emitting sparks with great violence. He 
afterwards marked the saw for teeth, and 
in a short time cut them out by the same 
means. It seemed evident that the buz, in 
effecting the division, never came into ac- 
tual contact with the plate. Was this fire 
the electric fluid? If so, might it not be 
obtained in greater quantity, and be made 
more effective for chemical purposes, by 
some such machine, than in any other way ° 
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For the Christian Journal. 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 
Version of Isaiuh v. 8, E%c 
Woe to the miser base! 
Whom gain can ne’er content ; 
But adds possessions, fills his hoards, 
While others are in want. 
Woe to the drunkard crew! 
Ah! how to be restor’d ? 
The harp and wine are in their feasts, 
But they forget the Lord. 
Woe to the impious scof’! 
Vain in its godless hour ; 
Which boasts—Let God draw nigh and come, 
That we may know his pow’r. 
Woe to the hardened souls! 
Who evil call their good ; 
Who darken virtue’s sacred light, 
And Satan choose their god. 
Woe to the vainly wise / 
Who trust their feeble mind, 
And turn from God’s eternal truth, 
In unbelieving blind. 


Woe to the treach’rous tongues! 
Which sereen for gold the vile, 
And falsely charge the righteous man, 

And triumph in their guile. 


Woe! for the fires of God 
In indignation glow : 
His anger ne’er will turn away, 
His hand will strike their woe 
— JEDUTHUN 
Version of 2 Corinthians iv. 16—18. 
Although affliction send its rod, 
Though outward hopes be all subdued, 
Yet faint not, humble child of God! 
Thy soul is daily thus renew’d 
Light is our most afflictive fate : 
‘Though for a moment it endures, 
Th’ exeeeding and eternal weight 
Of heav’nly glory it secures. 
Yes; such a blessing they will prove, 
Who, visited by cxre or woe, 
Look at the things unseen above, 
Not ut illusive things below. 
For, pleasures seen by mortal eyes 
Are temp’ral, and will quickly cease ; 
But, vail’d and hid beyond the skies, 
Are everlasting bliss and peace. 
_ JEDUTHUN. 
For the Christian Journal. 
Job xiv.7, comp. xix. 25. 
Though the tree be cut down, and its wood cast 
away, 
It may spring up, and grow, and with verdure 
be gay; 
Increasing and spreading, its branches may stand 
For shelter and shadow the pride of the Isnd 
And though even the root should grow old and 
decay, 
Consuming in rottenness, moulder away ; 
Yet the waters revivingsome germsthatremain, 
It may blossom and bud, and enliven the plain 
But man, when he dieth and wasteth away, 
When his spirit has parted—of him can we say 
That the dew and rain moist’ning his moulder- 
ing clay, 
Shall revive it, and bring it once more to the 
day ? 
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Ah no! when the grave has received its dead, 

And the clods of the valley have covered his 
head, 

He shall sleep, till the archangel’s trumpet shal! 
sound, 

To awaken the sleepers who lie in the ground 

Then corruption may seize on my flesh and my 
skin, 

And the worms may assist, both without and 
within ; 

Yet I in my flesh my Redeemer shall see, 

And mine eyes shall behold him who ransometh 


me, 
And redeemeth from Satan, from death, and 
the grave. 
My GOD will preserve me, and, mighty to save, 
Will prepare me a place in his presence above, 
Toadore with the angels his power and his love. 
M. A.W 


For the Christian Journal. 


Dissatisfaction with the World. 


‘Use this world as not abusing it ; for the fashion 
of this world passeth away.” 1 Cor. vii. 31. 


What is this world to me— 
This world of care and woe? 
With all its pride and pageantry— 
With all its pomp and show? 
A sting’s in every sweet, 
A thorn in every rose ;— 
In every joy, we chance to meet, 
‘The mingled draught of woes ;— 
To every joyous day 
An after-night of sorrow— 
Who then will lift himself, and say, 
That bliss will eome to-morrow ° 


Through trouble and through woe, 
Through sorrow and distress, 
God is the Christian’s guide below— 
He shields the fatherless. 
And those, who rest secure 
Upon th’ Almighty’s arm, 
Will find his promise ever sure 
‘To keep their souls from harm. 
*Mid all the pride of power 
That lifts its puny head, 
The humble Christian’s every hour 
In sweet content is sped. 
Then what’s the world to me— 
This world of eare and woe— 
With all its pride and pageantry— 
With all its pomp and show ? 
JULIAN, 


Calendar Notices for April, 1824. 


4. 5th Sunday in ‘Lent. 
11. Sunday next before Easter. 
12. Monday before Easter. 
3, Tuesday before Easter. 
14, Wednesday before Easter. 
15. Thursday before Faster. 
16. Good Friday. 

17. Easter Even. 

18. Easter Day. 

19. Monday in Easter Week. 
20. Tuesday in Easter Week. 
25. First Sunday after Faster—St.Mark 

the Evangelist. 


e@ Delta was not received until the mement that this sheet was going to press, Monday the 
‘irst of March; it has not even been read. Ff this piece is temperate, it shal! he inserted. 





